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T h e University o f Montana celebrated its 100th
birthday in 1993. As part o f the Centennial C ele
bration, the area around the Grizzly Bear sculpture
was paved with bricks.
These bricks form the Centennial Circle and are
engraved with names o f special people. These
could include you, current or future UM students
or your classmates, family members, friends, teach
ers— anyone you would like to honor.
By purchasing a brick for $150, you will help
support the University.
For more information or a free brochure, call
University Relations at (406) 243-2488.
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A rancher, a judge, a jazz singer, a producer and a scientist: five generations o f UM alumna.

22

WOMEN OF TH E MILLENNIUM
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Four UM students—ranging from artist to lawyer—get ready to set the world on fire.
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Poems about immigrant women, an epistolary novel about Yellowstone National Park and a
novel about a woman spying on her life in a western university town much like Missoula.
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G raduating

in to a

G lobal E c o n o m y

U

nder an unexpected and peerless blue sky, faculty,
friends and nearly 1,400 University graduates set
tled into the bleachers o f WashingtonGrizzly Stadium on May 15 to celebrate the
University's last commencement o f the twentieth
century and receive their diplomas. An honorary
doctorate—UM's highest honor—was awarded to
entrepreneur and philanthropist LS. "Sam”
Skaggs Jr., who is known for his contributions to
biomedical research nationwide and pharmacy
education in the West Skaggs, who retired in
1995 as chairman of American Stores Company,
has been committed to providing scholarships
for minority students attending western universi
ties. The new addition to the Pharmacy Building
will be named after Skaggs, who contributed
$5.7 million to UM.
After the graduates heralded their families
with a boisterous "thank you," internationally renowned
economist Lester Thurow tried to prepare them for the cen
tury ahead. The new world will expand in a way people can't
imagine, and to thrive means constandy acquiring new skills,
said the Anaconda native and Massachusetts Institute of
Technology professor who currendy writes columns for the
Boston Globe and USA Today. "What we see now is very
crude compared to what is coming," he said.

^ TWs moral by Missoula artist Kendahl Ian Jubb-the first o f a
three-part triptych feal— ing the tia itrrip f amt creatures around
tke Montana Natural History Center's new hom e at Fort M issoulawas unveiled May 23 a s part o f the center's annual RiverFest, a cel
ebration o f wildlife and watersheds.
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or this issue o f the Montanan, we have chosen the theme
"History in the Making: The Women o f UM" to commemo
rate the accomplishments o f some o f our most distinguished
students, alumnae and faculty. Most Montanans and many Americans
know o f alumna Jeannette Rankin, the first woman elected to the U.S.
Congress and the only member o f Congress who voted against entry
into both world wars. Fewer probably know o f the distinguished service
o f alumna Jessie Bier man, who did so much for children and families,
or o f the tireless work o f retired Professor Maxine Van de Wetering,
who established The University o f Montana as a school that produces
Rhodes Scholars. We have much to celebrate in the achievements of
these great women.
Women o f all ages continue to add luster to the University through
their dedication and talent Alumnae such as jazz singer Dee Daniels and
television producer Erika Bishop, and students such as artist Amie
Thurber and biologist Karen Short inspire us with their accomplish
ments and energy. In athletic competition, the Lady Griz rank with
teams from much larger schools in win-loss and attendance records. The
newly formed Montana women's soccer team has performed at the
highest level on the field and in the classroom. Female student athletes
have done so well that some have suggested we refer to our teams as the
Griz and the Men Griz!

A nchors A way

N

ews anchors, that is. The University
community lucked out on April 17,
when world crises abated for a spell
to allow NBC Nightly News anchor Tom
Brokaw to deliver the School o f Journalism's
annual Dean Stone Lecture. People swarmed

The record o f significant service by
women o f distinction permeates every level
o f University life. One o f the people who
made a real difference for me when I
attended the University rarely lets the world
know o f her work. Former Associate
Director for Admissions and Records Emma
Lommasson, who worked at the University
from 1946 to 1977, helped me and thou
sands o f other students achieve our goals by
working behind the scenes to create an environment that nurtured
excellence. Without her dedicated service, and that o f hundreds like her,
UM would not have survived and could not flourish in the future.
This issue o f the Montanan provides a forum in which to detail
women's achievements in academics, athletics, the arts, sciences and busi
ness. I believe you will share my pride that the people featured decided
to attend The University o f Montana.

T hree N ew D eans

C

ome fall, boxes will be unpacked and
new pictures will be on the walls o f
the deans' offices in the Davidson
Honors College, the School o f Journalism and
the School o f Fine Arts. Longtime UM
German Professor Gerald Fetz is the new
dean o f the Davidson Honors College, a posi
tion he held on an interim basis during the
1988-99 academic year. Actively involved in
international education and study abroad pro
grams, Fetz has taught at UM since 1970.
Jerry E Brown, professor and journalism
department head at Alabama's Auburn
University and a former newspaper editor, is
the new dean o f UM's School o f Journalism.
The School o f Fine Arts' new dean is Shirley
Howell, associate dean o f the College of
Performing and Visual Arts at the University
o f Northern Colorado. While Fetz will simply
erase the interim from his title, Brown and
Howell will have to pack their bags and move
across country. They will assume their new
positions at the start o f the academic year.

K udos for Koehn
the Montana Theatre to hear Brokaw praise
the Depression and the World War II genera
tions. This was his second stab at the Dean
Stone Lecture. In 1989 Brokaw was in flight
to Missoula when he was called back to New
York City to cover the Tiananmen Square
uprising in China.

F

or seventeen years, Eftychia "Effie"
Koehn has guided hundreds o f stu
dents from farflung countries through
the maze o f campus life at UM. This year, in
honor o f her efforts to develop programs,
policies and procedures related to foreign stu
dents and scholars, Koehn was named 1997

George M. Dennison
President and Professor o f History

International
Educator o f the Year
by International
Group
Services/Hinchcliff
International, a
health insurance
company for interna
tional visitors and
students in the
United States. She received an inscribed
plaque, and the UM Foundation received
$3,500 in her name to be used for academic
advancement
Koehn, who was born in Ethiopia o f
Greek parents, has headed UM's Foreign
Student and Scholar Services office since
1991. Her involvement with foreign students
at UM goes back to 1982 , when she became
foreign student adviser.

O kay Earth ,
S m ile !

P

rofessor Steve
Running
and staff
have designed
software for
NASA's Earth
Observing System
satellite, a $7 bil
lion satellite that will
be launched into orbit
S u m m e r 1999 M
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July 28, 1999. Running's program, designed
to measure vegetation across the globe, will
be used to predict the likelihood o f forest
fires, study drought conditions and chronicle
other global changes. The satellite will
become a premier instrument for measuring
global warming.
But work o f Running's group won't end
after this summer's launch. With the new
EOS Natural Resource Training Center,
founded in February at UM, they will be able
to teach natural resource managers and edu
cators about NASA's newest remote sensing
applications. Nurtured by a $3.5 million bud
get and a $10,000 gift o f software from
LizardTech Inc, the center will use the skills
o f faculty and staff in the schools o f forestry
and education, as well as those o f peers at
universities in Alaska, Idaho and Missouri

Jurists A bound
he event o f the spring in the land of
the lawyers was the lecture given by
US. Supreme Court Associate Justice
Clarence Thomas on April 13. A crowd
packed the University Theatre for his lecture
on judicial independence, the second in the
Judge William B. Jones and Judge Edward A.
Tamm Judicial Lecture Series. The day before
Thomas's lecture, the Montana Supreme
Court convened in the University Theatre to

T

hear the appellate
argument for
Missoula YWCA v.
Allen Bard. Both
events coincided with
the school's annual
Law Week.
The students put in more court time May
7, when the three justices o f the U.S. Ninth
Circuit Court o f Appeals—including alum
Judge Sidney R. Thomas-gathered in the
Castles Center to hear four cases. Three civil
cases involved excessive police force, employ
ment preferences for tribal members on the
Fort Belknap Reservation and alleged negli
gence o f a public utility in installing power
lines. The fourth case, on a habeas corpus
petition, challenged the plaintiff's jury convic
tion and a thirty-year sentence for rape.
Finally, this spring semester the baby bar
risters made it to the big-time. Representing
the tobacco industry in talks with a mock leg
islative committee, a student negotiation team
won third place at the National Negotiation
Competition. At the American Trial Lawyers
Association Student Trial Advocacy
Competition in New Orleans, another UM
team participated in a mock trial about an
allegedly defective seat belt and captured fifth
place, losing by one point to the ultimate win
ner, the University o f Texas. With a case
about an employee claiming he was fired
because o f his disability, the moot court team
made it to the elimination rounds at National
Moot Court Competition in New York City,
where they lost to Kent Law School o f the
Illinois Institute o f Technology-Chicago.

donor restrictions for general scholarships.
For more information, call (800) 462-8636 or
e-mail: admiss@selway.umt.edu.
The scholarships will help UM attract
bright students from around the nation who
bring greater diversity to campus life, said
Vice President for Student Affairs Barbara
Hollmann. "We've been missing good stu
dents who didn't match the criteria for other
scholarships," she said. "We're able to provide
scholarship support to Montana residents
because donors have been very generous."

B irdcalling
on L etterman

Z

ach Dorman's birdcall—the yips and
hooting o f the long-eared owl—landed
him on the Late Show with David
Letterman last summer. Dorman got the call
from the Letterman people last July while he
was working at Lake Tahoe for the summer.

N ew S cholarships
for N onresidents

A

new scholarship program offering
$1000 scholarships to as many as 100
nonresident freshmen and transfer
students based on their academic perfor
mances in high school was announced this
spring. Named in honor o f the longtime
director o f Auxiliary Services who retired in
1981, the Cal Murphy Scholarships will be
awarded to high-performing students who
applied for but did not receive UM Presid
ential Leadership or Western Undergraduate
Exchange scholarships and didn't match
4
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Zach Dorman with David Letterman in a freeze frame
from the show that made him famous.

Within days, the stunned high school gradu
ate was on his way to New York for the tapp
ing. Letterman took advantage o f Dorman's
good nature to tease him a bit, then asked
him where he planned to go to college.
Dorman replied, "The University o f
Montana." Dorman said, "After the show we
were famous throughout New York City. We

◄ Business sch ool Dean Larry Gianchetta and
President G eorge Dennison accompany media mogul
Ted Turner around campus on May 24. Turner spoke
to UM’
s business and journalism sch ools about
nudear war, the population explosion and the United
States’history o f ethnic deansing.

were in Times Square and people would
come up to us and say, 'Oh my God, you
were on Letterman.'"
Two days later, he flew to Montana for
UM's orientation.

A sian Studies

E

lementary and middle school children
can dig through toys, games, books and
household items from Asia with the
China Box developed by Professor Steve
Levine o f UM's Mansfield Center. The 10gallon plastic tote contains material and teach

George Stanley Jr., a UM
geology professor and
Dana Boussard, in the new
paleontologist, and for
teaching video Montana
mer student Raylene
Defined by Images, explores
Beier-Gettis found the
how the changes in
Montana's physical and cul
fossils during the midtural landscape are reflected
1980s while exploring a
in the work o f contemporary
limestone quarry in
Montana artists. Produced
northeastern Oregon.
by the Center for the Rocky
The outlines o f the flying
Mountain West in coopera
tion with the Montana
saucer-shaped critters—
Historical Society, the video
some three feet in diame
is available at 800-243ter—were found silhouet
9900 o r http://his.nrt.gov/.
ted in white in a wall o f
black limestone.
Stanley shipped the
recommendations in each o f eight consecutive
fossils around to other experts in his field
semesters. Four Bear came about in response
until Thomas Yancey, a researcher from
to parental and student concerns about the
Texas A&M, took an interest in them two
spiraling costs o f higher education and the
years ago. Yancey used a special drill, prepara
increasing number o f years students were tak
tion tools and more than 50 hours of
ing to graduate. By signing up for Four Bear,
painstaking labor to remove the stone sur
students are assured registration in the cours
rounding the fossils. His efforts paid off. The
es they need.
unknown species o f giant clam was revealed
to have strange wing-like extensions sur
rounding their central body cavities. The
researchers theorize that the giant clams used
chambers inside their shell extensions to nur
ture and house algae. They also assigned the
wo University o f Montana publications
clams to a new family, Wallowaconchidae,
and the University's recently revised
named for the spectacular Wallowa
Web home page were recognized in the
Mountains in Oregon where they were dis
16th annual Council for Advancement and
covered.

P rizes for UM
P ublications

ing aids designed to help children learn the
basics o f Chinese geography, language and
culture. The box also snared Levine the
Franklin M. Buchanan Prize for developing
the best new teaching material about Asia
during the past year.
In other news from the center, the 1999
Mansfield Conference, "Giving Life to The
Ten Thousand Things: Water in Asia and the
West," is scheduled for October 17-20.
Keynote speakers —including water policy
expert Dai Qing, historian Donald Worster
and former Illinois Senator Paul Simon—will
explore the role o f water in the past and pre
sent o f the American West and China. For
more information, call (406) 243-2988.

A Clam
W hodunnit

R

esearchers at UM and Texas A& M
University have discovered fossils o f a
previously unknown species o f giant
clam that were shaped like big Mexican hats.

T

T he Four -Y ear
G uarantee
D elivers

F

our Bear, a UM program guaranteeing
graduation in four years, graduated its
inaugural class o f seventy-four students
at UM's commencement in May. The 1999
Four Bear graduating class comprised stu
dents in ywenty-five majors. President
Dennison also recognized these students'
achievement at an April 7 reception.
Begun in summer 1995, Four Bear pro
vides students a contract stating that UM will
pick up the extra tab for those who cannot
earn a degree within four years. In return,
students agree to take sixteen to seventeen
credits each semester and follow an adviser's
S u m m er 1999
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Support o f Education's District VIII Juried
Awards Competition. Gordy Race, assistant
director o f Admissions and New Student
Services, won a Silver Award in the promo
tional copywriting category for UM's 1998-99
viewbook, UM's primary publication for stu
dent recruiting. University Relations won a
Bronze Award in the newsletter category for
Research View, a year-old community newslet
ter highlighting the work o f UM student and
faculty researchers. The University also won
a Bronze Award in the Web site category for
UM's main Web page at www.umt.edu,
which changes daily with a
newartide and photo
graph.
Saiko Kobayashi o f Seattle’
s
“Oyoyo Sisters”perform s neoJapanese vaudeville at the UM’
s
International Food and Culture
Festival, where tow nspeople and
students feasted on food s from
around the world.

N ew N ative
A merican Studies
D irector
athryn Shanley,
an associate pro
fessor o f English
at Cornell University
and a member o f the
Nakota (Assiniboine)
Tribe o f Fort Peck
Indian Reservation, will
become the new chair
for UM's Native
American Studies
Department in July. Shanley will take over
from Larry LaCounte, who has managed the
program since November 24, 1997, when
its previous director, Bonnie Heavy
Runner, died o f cancer.
Shanley most recendy
taught Native American,
American and Third
World literatures at Cornell
University and has written
two books forthcoming this
year from the University o f
Oklahoma Press titled Only an
Indian: Reading James Welch
and American Indian Autobio
graphy: A Source Book. She
believes a strong Native American
studies program should have a
strong academic component, com
munity outreach and student-support
services. "Such a strong three-pronged

K

department," Shanley said, "often has a mix
that is different and broader than other
departments on campus."

O n the A irwaves

T

hings have been busy this spring at the
Broadcast Media Center. First came
Montana Public Radio's boisterous
annual pledge drive April 17-25. There were
premiums galore—llama manure, massages,
books, even lunch with Governor Marc
Racicot—not to mention the Pet Wars (dogs
beat the cats this year, 672-663). And once
again, the loyal supporters came through. The
radio surpassed its seemingly insurmountable
$315,000 goal, netting more than $325,000.
Then came the kudos. Sally Mauk, news
director for KUFM, received a regional
Edward R. Murrow Award for excellence in
electronic journalism from the Radio and
Television News Directors Association for the
second year running. She won the award for
a series o f reports on wolves in Yellowstone
National Park.
Finally, there was a rush on tickets, which
were selected in a lottery, for Garrison
Keillor's two June 5 performances at Butte's
1923 Mother Lode Theater. Winners o f the
advance mail-in drawing packed the theater
for the 4 p.m. live nationwide broadcast of
"A Prairie Home Companion." The show
featured knock-knock jokes, imaginary ads
for ketchup and rhubarb pie and a lively
monologue about Lake Wobegon, an imagi
nary town in Minnesota. The 7:30 evening
show featured a monologue about Keillor's
boyhood and his development as a writer.

I nternational
Food and Fanfare
Black Forest cake and live belly dancing
were just a few o f the attractions at the annu
al International Food and Culture Festival
on March 28 at the University Center.
Sponsored by the International Student
Association, the festival, "Around the World
in Eighty Flavors," opened with a parade led
by Japanese students beating taiko drums I
and featured food ranging from spicy Thai I
chicken to baklava.

D rums A long the C lark Fork

T

here were the traditional*, fancy*, jingle* and grass-dance contests, as
well as singing and drumming at UM's 31st annual Kyi-Yo Powwow,
not to mention the Miss Kyi-Yo, Lil' Miss Kyi-Yo and Tiny Tot
Princess contests. Organized by the Kyi*Yo Native American Students
Association, Kyi-Yo (Blackfeet for "grizzly") Days ran April 29-May 2 and
honored Bonnie "Sim sin" Heavy Runner, the late director o f UM's
Native American Studies Department, who helped organize the first
Kyi-Yo academic conferences. Heavy Runner died o f cancer in November
1997.
Held at Loyola High School, the powwow featured host drums of
Blacklodge and Eya Hay Nakota. The academic conference, "A Night in
the Native Arts" featured performances by groups including Native
Reign, Morning Star Zephyr and the Descending Eagle Aztec Dancers.
The event also included the annual Bonnie "Sim sin" Heavy Runner
Memorial Tipi Race, where participants competed to see who could erect
a tipi the fastest in the softball field north o f Adams Center.

Two Montana performers, singer-songwriter
Stephanie Davis and alum and cowboy poet
Paul Zarzyski, appeared on both shows.
On the television side o f things, KUFMTV, the public television station based at UM,
announced the April 4 debut o f its education
al television series for children, H ow the
West b Fun. Using Montana
middle school

students as hosts, the program covers history,
geography, characters and travel in the West
with programs on topics such as orienteering
and exploring in the 1800s. Series producer
John Twiggs won an Award o f Excellence for
the shows, and the series itself nabbed three
Tellys—two silvers and a bronze—during the
twentieth annual Telly Awards in April.

Baker G rants
Donated by Sophie
Engelhard Craighead, this
sculpture o f Ambassador
Mike Mansfield, created
by Billings artist TJ.
Starr, is on permanent display in the
r ‘
h V

f|\

I I

Mansfield Library
lobby.

he name o f relatively new financial aid
grants for Montana students has been
changed to honor the memory o f for
mer state commissioner o f higher education
Jeffrey Baker, who died March 22 o f lung
cancer. The Montana Tuition Assistance
Program, now called the Baker Grants, offers
grants to low- or middle-income students who
often must work while attending school
because they don't qualify for federal Pell
Grants.
Baker, who died at his Cambria, California
home at age 57, served as Montana commis
sioner o f higher education from 1993 to
1996. Up until days before his death he was
serving as president o f Iowa's Luther College.
Baker was instrumental in starting MTAP
make higher education more afford
able for the average Montana student. The
first grants were distributed to qualifying
Montana students during the 1998-99 acadewaPwfick Hanson, director o f financial

T

aid at UM, said, "Baker was the man who
gave us the vision, authority and freedom to
think outside the box." M

R oamin I
N umerals
Faculty in 1895-96: 5 men, 5 women
Faculty in 1987-88: 298 men, 48 women
Faculty in 1998-99: 284 men, 124 women
1898 undergraduate degrees: 2 women
1901 undergraduate degrees: 2 men,
7 women
1997-98 undergraduate degrees: 851 men,
904 women
1896-97 enrollment: 60 men, 84 women
Fall 1930enrollment: 776 men, 590 women
Fall 1944enrollment: 344 men, 641 women
Fall 1969 enrollment: 5,217 men,
2,686 women
Fall 1997 enrollment: 5,761 men,
6,363 women
1951-52 English degrees: 5 men, 16 women
1997-98 English degrees: 58 men, 55
women
1951-52 math degrees: 5 men, 1 woman
1997-98 math degrees: 13 men, 7 women
Source*: O ffice o f In stitu tion a l R esearch, R egistrar's O ffice
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The 1915 UM women's basketball team and coach.
U N’
S K. I O S S TOOLE ARCHIVES.

H u n d r ed -Yea r -O ld H o o p s
by Zach Dundas

I

n 1902, there was no Title IX. No
Women's World Cup. There was no
WNBA, no NCAA, let alone a women's
basketball final four. No woman would wear
an Olympic uniform for the United States for
two more years.
There were, however, lady Grizzlies. The
spiritual great-grandmothers o f today's Linda
Weylers and Lauren Coopers took to the
hardcourt in Montana maroon, some years
before the University got around to choosing
its ursine mascot In a world where "never let
them see you sweat" was more than a corpo
rate slogan, women at UM warred with rivals
from around the state, batding for rebounds.
In the last weeks o f 1902—seventy years
before the federal government's Title IX
opened the wide world o f the NCAA to
women and sixty-eight years before the mod
em Lady Griz—the first-ever UM women's
sports team played its first game. On Friday,
December 12, 1902, nearly 1,000 fans gath
ered at Missoula's Union Hall to witness the
first home game o f lady hoopsters. The head
line blares from the Montana Kaimin, then a
staid literary magazine and social chronicle:
"UNIVERSITY GIRLS SUPERIOR T O
HELENA BASKETBALL TEAM."
The Maroons took on five young ladies
from Helena High School and, to judge by
the journalist's report, the action was far dif

ferent from croquet Miss Lucy Stevens,
Helena's center, slipped during a fierce scrim
mage for the ball, smacking her head so hard
she left the game for good. With body-sacrific
ing spirit like that, the prepsters gave the col-

UM women’
s basketball team (no date).

lege women a game, but in the end superior
tactical skills won the day. "The University
women were more active and emerged from
every sharp encounter with a display o f decid
ed strength," reads the fiercely subjective
Kaimin. While Helena's defense was praised
as "agile and clever," it was no match for
Montana's Miss Mabel Jones, a powerhouse
center and a noted "goal thrower."
A quick gloss o f the game's action gives us
the impression that Robin Selvig would have
been right at home stalking the sidelines. The
difference is in the details—for instance, the

final score was just 12 to 7—and in the
moments that survive in the record o f this
antique season. It was a world where, after
Montana demolished Helena, the visitors
were treated to dinner at Missoula's Cafe
Royale. Chaperones tagged along on every
road trip. When a girls' team from Fort Shaw
Indian School thrashed the Montana girls—
the first o f two wins over the lily-white
Missoula team—the Kaimin marked the occa
sion with curious doggerel. 'They fought both
hard and bravely/But when the time was
done/The score did tell the story/The dusky
maidens had won."
Such deceptively benign racial jibes tip off
a modern fan to the changes—or supposed
changes—since Mabel Jones, ever the star, led
that pioneering squad in "snappy games"
against the likes o f Fort Shaw, Helena and
Butte Parochial. But while social niceties have
largely disappeared and the game has changed
beyond recognition, something in the dusty
accounts o f Montana's first women athletes
carries more than a whiff o f the present
"Our girls generalled their games better,"
reads an account o f a loss to a rival then
known as Montana Agricultural College. "But
they were unprepared for the fierce and per
sistent blocking o f Bozeman."
It seems tangling with the Bobcats is a tra
dition as old as UM lady hoopsters. M
Zach Dundas is now the music editor for
Williamette Week.

' A tunK>f-the<entuTy woman's
basketball team warming op.
8

S u m m e r 1999 M

oxta xa x

;

1,

W W W in
For the latest sports reports and schedules for UM teams,
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T he R o a d S h o w s
by Zach Dundas

S

ince the Biblical story o f Jesus' forty
days in the wilderness, people have
sought nature's solitude to spur spiritu
al growth. If that works, The University o f
Montana men's and women's basketball teams
should be nearing sainthood after rough,
lonely seasons in the wilderness.
During the sweeping renovation o f the
Adams Center (formerly known as the Harry
Adams Field House), both teams played in
the decidedly uncollegiate confines of

Don Hoist loses his "interim" title and g o e s full-time
as Grizzly head coach.

Missoula’
s Sentinel High School. And if play
ing in front o f sparse crowds—home atten
dance averaged just 2,306 for the men, 2,170
for the women—in a high school gym wasn't
bad enough, both teams suffered devastating
injuries to key players. Each team staged a
late run to sweeten the memories o f 1998
and ’
99 but was left looking to next year for a
chance to regain past glories.
With a brand-new arena and a few bones
to pick in the Big Sky, both programs
promise an entertaining millennial season.
Men's head coach Don Holst, for his part,
boasts o f an encouraging recruiting class,
including Missoula Hellgate gunner Sam
Riddle. "We're saying, let's get this thing rockiog." Holst says.

of

1999

The 1998-99 Grizzlies: Hitting
the Wall
The men started the season with a gruel
ing sojourn on the road, staging lightly
attended nonconference "home" games in
exotic spots such as Butte, Billings and Cut
Bank. After an erratic warm-up season the
Grizzlies fell into a perilous downward spiral
in Big Sky Conference action, losing eight of
their first nine league games.
"I don't think I would wish that kind o f
situation on anyone or on any program," says
Holst "We played one home game in
November; one home game in December. I
didn't realize how it would wear on us. But
by January, we'd hit the wall emotionally."
Physical injuries piled on emotional stress.
Senior guard Eric Bowie went down with a
season-ending ankle injury just six games in;
junior guard Kyle Keyes followed with a
stress fracture; sophomore forward Ryan
Slider exited with a concussion. For senior
backup center Nate Sil, a football injury can
celed the entire hoops season.
The uncertainty about Holst's future
only added to the squad's burdens.
Athletics Director Wayne Hogan
named Holst, a longtime Griz assistant,
as interim head coach when Blaine
Taylor departed for an assistant's job
at Stanford.
Despite the setbacks, the team mus
tered a revival in late winter, ending the
season 13-14 and hammering eventual league
champs Weber State 87-53 in an emotional
frenzy o f revenge. A last-game loss to Eastern
Washington 81-75 kept Montana out o f the
league tourney, but relatively large, keyed-up
crowds chanting "WE WANT DON"—not to
mention some uncompromising statements
from players—sealed the deal for Holst. The
"interim" disappeared from his title four days
after the season ended.

The 1998-99 Lady Griz: An
Uncommon Year
Women's head coach Robin Selvig wanted
more too. But his Lady Griz were bombarded
by injuries as well—two all-conference starters
and the team's only point guard went down.

The team finished the season 12-15, their
first losing record in years, and then crashed
out o f the Big Sky tournament in the second
round.
"It was an interesting year," Selvig says o f
his twenty-first season. "We didn't have the
kind o f wins we were used to, but we hung
in there and made a run at the end."
Selvig says the season was studded with
great personal performances and all-around
grit The unquestionable highlight he points
to is the play o f junior forward Linda Weyler,
an imposing player who averaged 18.9 points
per game. "She was named Honorable
Mention All-America," Selvig says. "And you
can't argue with that"
With a corps o f young players now more
experienced than anyone ever expected,
Selvig looks forward to avenging some o f the
tough Big Sky losses absorbed this year
(MSU, this means you). "I think everyone is
more excited about and more ready for next
year than I can remember," says the longtime
Lady Griz mentor. M

Linda Weyler earned
honorable mention
All-American honors,
scoring 18.9 points a
game.

j5m&iP«WTi]l8F5
The Legacy o f Jeannette Rankin
by Megan McNamer

I

n a burst o f Western chivalry, members o f the Montana
Legislature presented Jeannette Rankin with a small
bouquet o f violets on February 1, 1910, after she
addressed the state House o f Representatives on the
subject o f women’
s suffrage.
This condescending gesture was not lost on Jeannette,” wrote
Hannah Josephson, in her 1974 biography, Jeannette Rankin: First Lady
in Congress. “
She wanted votes, not violets.”
The flowers might have been more welcome if the Montana legislators had been ready to decide that women should have equal power
with men at the ballot box. As it was, suffrage amendments, introduced
in the Montana Legislature since 1902, were “
regarded as something of
a farce, according to Josephson, “
comic relief for the tedium o f the serious business-calling for sparkling displays o f wit.”
Rankin s efforts saw fruition when women received the right to vote
in Montana in 1914. Soon after, she cast her own first vote for herself
in a successful bid for a seat in the US. House o f Representatives in
1916. She was the first woman elected to Congress at a time when not
all states allowed women to vote.
Her decision to run had been seen by many o f her supporters as
audacious at this early point in women’
s emancipation. Suffragists want
ed a woman in office, certainly, but they had aimed for something less
lofty. Political organizers in the Republican party, Rankin’
s ticket, had
begged her brother Wellington, a prominent lawyer in Missoula, to stop
her from embarrassing herself.

The Making of a Pacifist

10

Rankin was bom on a ranch in the Bitterroot Valley in 1880, when
Montana still was a territory and wide open with possibility for people
S u m m e r 1999 M O N T A N A N

4 The Jeannette Rankin Brigade,
the first large group o f women to
protest the Vietnam War, marched
from Union Station to the U.S.
Capitol on January 15,1968, the
opening day o f the nintieth
Congress. Rankin is in the center,
wearing glasses. Today the
Jeannette Rankin Peace Resource
Center in Missoula works to con
tinue Rankin's effo rts toward
peace.

like her parents, John Rankin and
Olive Pickering, who came to this
frontier from Canada and New
Rankin was meant for politics,
for the world o f organizing and
England. They passed this sense of
action. Her college education,
promise on to their children.
But the big skies were not
though rare for a woman in the
always matched by big minds. After
early 1900s, was useful in that
Rankin’
s“
no”vote to the war reso
regard. She was better educated
lution on April 6,1917, the Helena
than most o f the other freshmen
Independent Record vilified her as
during her first stint in Congress,
a fact that surely helped her gain
“
a dagger in the hands o f the
favor for her views.
German propagandists, a dupe of
the Kaiser, a member o f the Hun
Rankin was not re-elected to
army in the United States, and a
the House after her first term but
crying schoolgirl.”
was elected to the Senate twenty
years later in 1936. During the
Rankin was one o f fifty mem
interim, she traveled, lobbying for
bers o f Congress opposing the war
peace. Although she frequently
resolution; her mail from Montana
visited Montana, staying at her
against U.S. involvement ran six Jeannette Rankin in Washington, D.C, with Mr. Pickering o f Massachusetts,
superintendent o f capitol grounds and buildings.
brother Wellington’
s ranch, she
teen to one. But as the first and
only woman in Congress, she paid extra for her pacifism. Her oppo spent most o f her adult life replicating the independent summers o f her
youth in a cabin in Georgia with no electricity or running water.
nents said she wasn’
t up to the demands o f public office. Her suffragette
O n December 8, 1941, the day after the Japanese bombed Pearl
supporters felt she had betrayed them by appearing weak.
Harbor, the Senate held a roll call vote to declare war on Japan. This
Rankin’
s abiding belief, though, was that war was a futile means to
time, Senator Rankin’
s“
no”vote stood alone and was greeted by a cho
resolve disputes among nations. While early feminists felt that gaining
rus o f hisses and boos from the floor and gallery. After she voted, she
votes for women would almost automatically ensure peaceful solutions
to conflicts between governments, Rankin distinguished between long retired to a phone booth and called the capitol police for an escort
Although she held fast to her central belief that war would never seting for peace and resolutely opposing war.
tle disputes among nations, Rankin’
s peace activism was forced under
"The truth is that she was aggressive and pertinacious as a pacifist,
ground during World War II. On January 15, 1968, however, she was
a person to be reckoned with,”Josephson wrote. “lT]o her mind people
on the front lines o f the peace movement, when at age 88 she led the
everywhere were overwhelmingly against war... [but] they were led into
battle primarily because the political system did not allow them to Jeannette Rankin Peace Brigade to protest the Vietnam War. In the early
express their views directly and secondarily because governments mis 1970s she was giving interviews to Life and The New York Times and
attending National Organization o f Women conventions.
led them as to the issues involved.. .She wanted someone who would
“
Women must devote all their energies today in gaining enough politalk back to the government”
ical offices to influence the direction o f government away from the mil
Concern about the poor and disenfranchised, who most often are
itary-industrial complex and toward solving the major social disgraces
the victims o f war, became a central part o f Rankin’
s campaign for
peace. She had grown up with the story o f Chief Joseph, the Nez Perce that exist in our country,”she said when she became the first member
o f the Susan B. Anthony Hall o f Fame in 1971. “
We are here together
leader who tried to lead his people through the Bitterroot Valley to
to work for the elimination o f war.”
Canada three years before she was born. Despite his ultimate defeat, he
Rankin’
s message was not always easy for Montanans to hear. She
provided an inspiring example o f courageous resistance to systematic
persecution. “
Looking back on her long struggle for women’
s rights,” warned that they were in a dangerous situation because o f their coun
try s military orientation. Pointing to the hundreds o f missile silos that
Josephson wrote, “
Jeannette would sometimes say she wished she had
dotted the countryside, she said Montanans were a population consid
given her energies to the cause o f the Indians.”
ered “
expendable”by the U.S. government, an eerie echo o f the govern
Education reform was another o f Rankin’
s concerns. The Rankin
ment’
s early attitude toward Indians.
family spent every summer on its ranch in the Bitterroot Valley, and
Rankin, who died in 1973, never received the Nobel Peace Prize, and
Jeannette dreaded the return to school each fall. She found learning by
no”votes didn’
t achieve in her lifetime what she’
d hoped
rote a tedious bore, preferring the hands-on approach that became pop her historic “
for—the abolition o f war as a means o f settling international disputes.
ular years later. After four years at the newly opened University of
But she hammered on the subject o f peace relendessly. Like Chief
Montana in Missoula, she wrote a dutiful senior essay on snails, a topic
s dogged and despairing pacifism, she kept the idea o f peace
that somehow seems antithetical to the admonition in her journal to Joseph’
alive, even if its realization is a long way off. M
“
Go, go, go!”After Rankin graduated from UM in 1902 with a degree
Megan McNamer has published essays in Child, Northern Lights,
in science, she taught briefly, but felt at odds with the rigid educational
Sports Illustrated and Tropic
Practices she was expected to follow.

A Politician Born
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Jessie Bierman, Patroness o f the Flathead Lake Biological Station
by Janelle Leader Lamb

P

Health Care, Montana-style:
Tomato Juice and Cod Liver Oil

erhaps it was learning that
her father's first wife died
In 1936 Bierman returned to Montana to direct
after a doctor infected her
her home state's maternal and child health program.
during the delivery o f their
Funded by the 1935 Social Security Act, the pro
only child. Perhaps it was
gram promoted the health o f children and mothers
watching a family member suffer from tuberculosis.
in rural and economically depressed areas. On top
O r perhaps it was being diagnosed with curvature
o f the Great Depression, Montana had suffered
o f the spine or scoliosis at age twelve.
from drought since 1929. Food was scarce, so
"I read everything I could find," Jessie Bierman
Bierman set up a program to distribute tomato juice
recalled in an oral history published by the
and cod liver oil to children.
University o f California at Berkeley. "1 talked to
"In order to know what was going on with the
every doctor I could find. Then 1 became terribly
children in the state, I did a great deal o f traveling,"
interested in why the schools weren't doing some
she recalled. "We went out and held demonstration
thing about kids' health. We didn't have any health
child health clinics in every part o f the state.
services in the schools then."
Farmers would bring their kids in, from long dis
Whatever the reason, years before she graduat
tances sometimes, to have them examined."
Jessie Bierman as a young woman.
ed from high school in Montana in 1918, Bierman
Bierman also sent out her nurses—she called
knew she wanted to be a doctor. Although she earned her medical
them "green grassers" because they were greener than anything in eastdegree at Chicago's Rush Medical College in 1926, she didn't spend her
em Montana—to areas that lacked medical care services. The nurses
life practicing her chosen field o f pediatrics. Where Bierman unveiled
helped local doctors by providing prenatal care, making home visits to
a pioneering spirit was in the developing field o f maternal and child
remote areas and distributing commodities. Across the state Bierman
health. Particularly interested in how a child's environment affects
and her seven nurses found poverty and hunger, but she admired the
development, she advocated a multidisciplinary approach to examining
families perseverance. "We made visits to people's homes and found the
and treating children, taking into account the effects o f nutrition, geog most marvelous people who were going to stay it out," she said.
raphy, culture and socioeconomic status.
Bierman also busied herself by investigating specific health problems
"I knew pediatrics, and I had become—for reasons 1cannot say-teracross Montana. Analyzing state statistics soon after her arrival, she real
ribly interested in preventive medicine," said Bierman, whose innova ized the number o f infant deaths in one county was nearly as high as
tions in child health affected medical practices around the world. "It
the entire state’
s. She investigated and found a doctor who was conta
made no sense to me to go on spending enormous sums o f money try minating his patients with a skin infection, causing the alarming num
ing to care for a baby who shouldn't have been sick in the first place, if ber o f infant deaths. The doctor subsequendy was banned from treating
it had just had minimum good care. And that's been my credo."
obstetric patients.
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^ An aerial view o f UM's hundredyear-old Flathead Lake Biological
Station.

Teaching Public Health

Returning to the Big
Sky

It was in California, however,
that Bierman began to make sig
nificant strides toward improving
Despite her globe-trotting,
child and maternal health. Hired
Bierman was most at home
in 1942 as the chief o f maternal
near
Flathead
Lake
in
and child health in California's Bierman in a rare moment o f repose at her Flathead Lake home. The photo was in the
Montana. She was born in
public
health
department, ie s s e Bierman papers in the K. R oss Toole Archives at UM.
Creston, near Kalispell, on
Bierman instituted hearing tests
April 6, 1900, to Alice
in the public schools. She also helped children with disabilities by solid Chapman Bierman and Henry Bierman-a buffalo hunter, freighter,
ifying a permanent source o f tax dollars for special education. Yet
homesteader, farmer, brickmaker and butcher.
Bierman's efforts largely were funneled to the Emergency Maternity
A self-proclaimed tomboy, Bierman was raised to appreciate nature
and Infant Care Program, which provided free medical care to military
and be self-reliant—she drove her own horse and buggy before she was
wives and their children.
twelve. And when she wasn't dismantling automobile engines, she took
After five years, Bierman became the first professor o f maternal and
camping trips with her father. She learned how to fish and smoke her
child health at UOBerkeley, a position she chose over a Harvard pro catch—hobbies she enjoyed during her retirement on the west shore's
fessorship. She taught graduate students—many o f them foreigners—to
G oose Bay, where she spent summers for the last thirty years o f her life.
examine public health from many angles, developing a maternal and
"I would rather be there than anyplace in the world," Bierman said
child health curriculum based on her credo.
about Flathead Lake. "And I just feel—I've always had this same feeling—
"IBecausel we had made so much progress in physical health o f chil that this is where I belong."
dren," she said, "I tended to place a good deal more emphasis than per
When she returned to build her home on the Flathead in the 1960s,
haps many departments would on the social and environmental aspects
Bierman rekindled her passion for UM's Flathead Lake Biological
of child health."
Station on the east shore's Yellow Bay. It was there she finished her
In 1953 Bierman began what would become her crowning achieve course work for a bachelor's degree in biology from UM in 1921, only
ment during her twenty years at Berkeley—a study to determine the inci three years after graduating from high school. The station was then
dence o f fetal mortality in the first twenty-four weeks o f pregnancy.
under the direction o f its founder and Bierman's mentor and major
adviser, Morton Elrod.
The research, based in Kauai, Hawaii, developed into a longitudinal
study o f the babies who survived. It examined environmental factors
"I really was tutored by this great man for weeks on end-using a
such as emotional support, intellectual stimulation, family stability and
microscope for the first time, and doing all o f these thrilling things," she
socioeconomic status. The study resulted in a book, The Children o f said o f her three years with Elrod. "It was a wonderful experience."
Kauai: A Longitudinal Study from the Prenatal Period to A ge Ten, which
Her love o f the area, her fond memories o f the biological station, and
revealed that the quality o f a child's environment affects mental and
her general interest in the environment-fostered by her close relation
social development during the first two years o f life. The book became
ship with her father—led Bierman to become an active and staunch sup
a classic text in early childhood intervention programs in the 1960s.
porter o f the station. "Basically, I'm interested in the environment and
then early on got this concept o f the interdependence o f everything in
life," she said. "It seems as we exploit resources in the natural environ
ment, we're doing harm to ourselves."
Bierman's research came from and was informed by her world trav
With the same determination she afforded her life and career,
els. After World War II she traveled to Germany, her father's homeland,
Bierman stepped forward often to ensure the station's-and the envi
to examine the effects o f war on children. Two years later she returned
ronment's—future. Nearly a decade before she passed away, she donated
to Germany as the maternal and child health consultant with a health
funds to build housing, maintain the station's research vessel, support
team representing the Unitarian Service Committee.
graduate work, and endow a professorship. Today the Bierman
In 1955 she joined the United Nations' World Health Organization
Distinguished Professorship o f Ecology and the station's launch, the
and traveled to India, where she reduced tetanus in newborns and
Jessie B, honor her efforts. "I am humbled and enormously motivated as
improved the nutrition o f young children by supplementing their diets
the Bierman Professor." says Jack Stanford, the station's director.
with vitamin A.
“
Without Jessie, the biological station would not be what it is today."
"We were trying to see that the people really were aware o f how
Whether it was the children or the environment, Bierman dedicat
important it was that the children had nutritious food to eat," she said.
ed her life to the preservation o f the world's precious resources. "I don't
"We were just then beginning to realize the extent to which serious mal
rest until I have done something about something that needs changing,"
nutrition lajffects the development o f the brain."
she said at age eighty-six. M
As chief o f WHO's maternal and child health section, Bierman trav
Janelle Leader Lamb wrote a history o f the Flathead Lake Biological
eled to Singapore and the Philippines, as well as behind the Iron Curtain
Station titled A Century o f Science.
during the Cold War. She even was evacuated from Egypt in 1956 dur
S ource Jessie Bierman, M aternal and C h ild H eath in Montana, California, d ie U S Children's
ing the Suez Canal crisis.
Bureau, and W HO, 1926-1967, an oral history conducted in 1986 by Jacqueline Parker, Regional Oral

Helping Children Around the World
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Maxine Van de Wetering

charcoal drawing o f Maxine Van d e Wetering was
awn by student Amie Thurber (see story page 22).

A W oman for A ll
by Constance Poten

uspensc and excitment fill the room when she
begins to speak," observed Regents Professor
Albert Borgmann when he nominated
Maxine Van de Wetering for The University
o f Montana's 1987 Distinguished Teacher
Award. Noting that she put together five impressive new courses in four
years, he added, "Maxine is able to draw on an astounding variety and
depth o f sch o la rsh ip s may sound extravagant, but some students first
find their identity and self-confidence as intellectual persons through
the teaching and example o f Maxine."
Anyone who took her classes or had the great fortune to have her
as a mentor knows why. Van de Wetering's ferociously inquisitive
approach to learning crashes boundaries; she gleans information from
the whole span o f disciplines, studying the details with a jewel cutter's
S u m m e r 1999
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precision, never losing sight o f the essential quest for meaning. With
degrees in physics and history and a doctorate in the history and phi
losophy o f science, she started out teaching in UM's geology depart
ment and went on to develop teaching lines in history, philosophy and
humanities. Named one o f the top ten university teachers in Montana
in 1977, she delivered regular guest lectures in the departments o f zool
ogy, botany and mathematics. She also co-founded and was first direc
tor o f UM’
s Women's Studies Program.
Speaking on the phone from her present home in Chevy Chase,
Maryland, Van de Wetering dismissed the fact that she has held the
most appointments in the most departments o f any UM professor. They
were, she said, simply necessary moves to avoid working in the same
department as her husband, former history Professor John Van de
Wetering. But when she retired in 1994 after twenty-seven years o f
teaching, it took three professors—in history, philosophy and liberal
studies—to replace her.

mi

Maxine is able to draw on an astounding variety

and depth of scholarship...Some students first find their
identity and self-confidence as intellectual persons
through the teaching and example of Maxine."
Forging A New Perspective
Including that which has been traditionally ignored is central to the
spirit o f Van de Wetering's inquiry, thereby forging a new perspective.
Within deceptively narrow topics, she reveals momentous changes in
human history, tracing the intellectual evolution o f America in particu
lar. For instance, in her essay, "The Inoculation Controversy," written
for the New England Quarterly in 1985, Van de Wetering shows the
reader how an event, the Boston smallpox epidemic o f 1721-22, signaled
a radical change in American morality. The epidemic, she writes, not
only triggered a battle between ministers (pro-inoculation) and doctors
(anti-inoculation), but it signaled the end o f the Puritanical era in
America. In 1702 Cotton Mather stated that sin caused illness: "The
Pale, the Swollen, the Wasted, and perhaps the Spotted Faces o f the Sick
in the Family, are such as our Heavenly Father has been spitting upon."
Ten years later Mather led the cause for inoculation and proclaimed
that sin had nothing to do with illness. Van de Wetering sees this as a
turning point in American history. The epidemic, she writes, "sig
nalled] a de-emphasis on death-oriented Calvinistic orthodoxy in favor
of a new beneficence and life-oriented compassion typical o f the coming
Enlightenment"
In Van de Wetering's quest for the whole story, she looks under the
given historic landscape, moving rocks, finding communities hidden
from canon. Thus, for Van de Wetering it was a logical progression to
move from history, science and philosophy to pioneer a curriculum of
women's studies: Any field o f study is obviously skewed and incomplete,
she said, when the contributions o f half the population over all time
have been ignored. She credited Missoula activitist Judy Smith and for
mer legislator Diane Sands, then faculty affiliates, for initiating the effort
for a women's studies program. Her own interest, she said, came from
new developments in social history.

Seasons
"So much important information had been treated on a tangent,"
Van de Wetering said. "The new social history was focusing on the man
in the street—away from the traditional fountainheads. Urban, labor and
women's history were on the rise. I felt women's studies was worthy of
a field o f its own simply because o f new information and approaches."
Van de Wetering made an appeal to the Faculty Senate in the early
1970s. How did she convince the University to agree to such a then-rad
ical new program? "I don't remember precisely," she said. "But it was a
compelling speech. I worked on it for a long time."
"Maxine was an ardent advocate for women's studies," says G.G.
Weix, professor o f anthropology and current director o f the Women's
Studies Program. "She envisioned the curriculum and the program."
(See related story on page 16.)
Van de Wetering's vision was first to offer one core class,
Philosophical Perspectives on Women in Western Culture, which she
developed. "It is an unusual course," Weix said. 'This is not a typical

approach. It confronts the dilemma o f knowledge and truth," she says,
referring to the misrepresentation o f facts inherent in ignoring women's
work in fields ranging from political science to physics.
Then Van de Wetering made women's studies all-inclusive by locat
ing it across the disciplines, inviting professors from all departments to
participate by cross-listing their courses. To qualify, courses must cover
gender issues facing men and women or have 20 percent o f the content
focus on women. "We always invite faculty to consider women's stud
ies as they innovate their own syllabus o f courses," Weix says. "That is
why it is so successful. It connects well to all other fields.
"It is no accident that many recent Rhodes Scholars were active in
the Women's Studies Program," Weix notes. UM ranks fourth among
the nation's public universities in producing Rhodes Scholars, thanks
largely to Van de Wetering, who helped seven students become Rhodes
Scholars in the thirteen years she coordinated UM's program.
Philosophy Professor Tom Huff attributes Van de Wetering's success to
her ability to attract the best students to her classes and spend time
with them. "She helps them clarify their moral positions-particularly
the connection between their academic work and their moral and polit
ical responsibilities," he wrote in 1992. "Her students learn to think for
themselves. She inspires their best"
In her speech for UM's Charter Day in 1992, Van de Wetering
defined the obligation o f the University to the community, a central
theme o f her own career. By providing a liberal education, she said, the
University "frees the self from self-centeredness. It opens the self with
vigorous, ardent pursuit o f other voices to guarantee a presence for
these voices. [A student learns] to hear these voices with interest and
curiosity and then invariably to feel gratitude toward the institution and
the community that provided the way to free one from self-interest
W hen we succeed, the University has given back to the community a
serving citizen—its best gift"

Growing up in "Golden America"
The value o f serving the community over serving one's own ambi
tions, a rare ethic these days, was taught to Van de Wetering from birth.
Her parents were immigrants, and she grew up thinking America was
named Golden America. She recalls her mother saying, "You must stay
in school until you have a voice, and something to say with that voice.
Because that is how much I owe Golden America. I am giving my
children voices."
Van de Wetering broadened that axiom. Her own public service
includes working on the bargaining team for the University Teachers'
Union, delivering numerous public lectures and addresses in Montana,
Wyoming and New York, and serving on nineteen committees ranging
from the UM Discrimination Grievance Committee to the Montana
Committee for the Humanities.
As she stated in the Charter Day speech, "A liberal education is nec
essary and never extravagant for the continuance o f the Republic To be
educated is to need to be heard." Our nation must hear many voices,
she continued, "Ito] recognize the significance o f knowledge as a pre
cursor to wise and noble action." M
Constance Poten, who has published in National Geographic, Islands
and the Montanan, sells tomato chips at Missoula's Fanners’
Market
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T h e B ir t h o f
W o m en ’
s S t u d ie s
by Joyce Brusin

romen's studies goes beyond adding
women into existing categories,"
wrote Missoula activist Judy Smith
W m w m v
during an effort to introduce a
■■
v
women's studies major at The
University o f Montana. "It asks what new categories must be created to
understand women's experience." Today, eight years after its creation,
UM's Women's Studies Program provides students and community
members with a variety o f ways to learn about women around the globe.
Now the president o f Women's Opportunity and Resource
Development, Smith established the UM Women's Resource Center
with Diane Sands in 1969 (see story page 17). Smith says the center was
a springboard for women's studies, offering courses ^ ^ ^ .
on feminism and women's health issues and—
with assistance from Margaret Kingsland,
then director o f the Montana Committee
for the Humanities—sponsoring confer
ences on topics such as women and tech
nology and women and religion.
The creation o f the Women's
Studies Program, Smith emphasizes,
was a group effort In 1975 she and ,
Sands joined with philosophy i
Professor Maxine Van de Wetering to
propose such a program to the Faculty1
Senate It was approved but not funded. The trio's
efforts, however, were not in vain. Faculty started
including material on women and minorities in UM's n ew P iP iP
general education curricula.
Student demand, faculty interest and funding finally coalesced in
1991. A second group o f faculty, spearheaded by Van de Wetering, saw
a new proposal through the Faculty Senate and on to approval by the
state Board o f Regents. UM's Women's Studies Program was bom.
'We were blessed with faculty who had tremendous organizing
skills,”says Van de Wetering, “[who] were all pushing hard for formal
acknowledgement o f the discipline. This was important because without
it classes would remain at the level o f special topics and experimental
courses and could always be dropped."
Today's interdisciplinary program offers courses on topics ranging
from ecofeminism to Latin American women and involves faculty mem
bers throughout campus. Undergraduate students may earn an option
in women's studies within the "wonderful and well-developed umbrel
la" o f a liberal studies major, says G. G. Weix, women's studies director
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and associate professor o f anthropology.
Freshmen and sophomores take introductory courses in fine arts,
humanities and social sciences. Juniors and seniors take courses devot
ing at least three weeks out o f the semester to gender issues—such as the
sociology o f the family—or focusing entirely on women, such as courses
on feminist ethics. "The best thing," says Valerie Park, a fifth-year senior
who switched from music to women's studies, "is that you are able to
draw links through different disciplines through the study o f women."
Weix hopes that the new faculty affiliate position in Women's
Studies will draw those links even closer. "This year Brackette Williams,
an anthropologist and MacArthur Fellow who is working on a compar
ative study o f capital punishment, has joined us," she says. "We'd like to
draw national scholars who are interested in doing research in
Montana. We hope the faculty affiliate will eventually
become a Women's Studies Scholar-inResidence."
Students also can put their theoretical
knowledge to practical use through
[ internships sponsored by UM's Center
\ for Work-Based Learning. Supervised by
? Weix, seventeen students spent part of
their spring 1999 semester working at
organizations such as Women's Opporf tunity and Resource Development and the
YWCA's battered women's shelter.
"We see the real-life versus the theoretical
viewpoint," says Park, who interned at the
Women's Center organizing campus events such as
the International Young Women's Day of Action and
Body Awareness Month.
Bringing scholarship to a wider community has been another impor
tant part o f the women's studies curriculum since the 1970s. "We always
had community women coming to sit in on classes when we offered
them," Van de Wetering says. "We wanted to find a way to include
Ithese women] when they weren't able to enroll" A twice-monthly
brown bag lunch series was created in 1991 to reach this audience. The
series presents faculty research and community issues on topics ranging
from die impact o f welfare reform in Montana to dieting in adolescents.
Women's Studies opens up new fields o f knowledge, inquiry and
research,”says Weix. “
It broadens scholarship by making it possible for
women to imagine themselves part o f the academy." M
Freelance writer Joyce Brusin recently published an essay in Manoa.
Missoula artist Adrian A iieo sculpted "Bedside Study II, Ocean Floor”in 1999.

women's magazines-everything from Redbook to Isis—and books on
every conceivable topic ranging from women's health to car mechanics.
This is the Women's Center at UM, and the energy is high.
"We are a feminist, activist organization," explains Kate Kahan, out
reach coordinator for the center. "But we serve a huge variety o f com
munity needs. Part o f our mission is leadership development and edu
cation on feminist issues. We offer the largest resource center on
women's issues in town. We serve as a referral service for housing,
employment and statewide crisis centers. And we offer a place to simply
get involved."

Members o f 1974-75 UM's Women's Center.
First row, left to right: Fran Knudsen, Judy
Smith, Sheila Smith, Kelly Rosenleaf. Second
row: Terry Kendrick, Mary Ann Canitty,
unknown, unknown. Third row: Candace
Crosby, Susan Ashcraft, Susan N ose and Polly
(last name unknown). Left: Kate Kahan, the
rpntpr*« rnrrpnt nntrparh rnnrrlinatnr

A R oom
of O ne ’s
Own
by Kim Anderson

T

he walls are plastered with posters on topics such
as "How To Be a Fabulous Feminist" and "Body
Awareness Month." Two young women sprawl on
the floor in the middle o f the small room, furious
ly cross-checking lists o f possible sponsors for an
upcoming poetry reading. Other women crowd around the computer in
the comer or relax on the beat-up sofa against one wall Bookshelves line
the room, bursting with an army o f alternative and mainstream

Created in 1969 by Diane Sands, who went on to become a wellknown state legislator, and Missoula activist Judy Smith, the Women's
Center is funded by the Associated Students o f The University o f
Montana. Kahan is one o f three part-time paid staff members at the cen
ter, which relies on a core o f about thirty regular student volunteers.
These volunteers put on a long list o f events throughout the year, includ
ing celebrations o f International Women's Day, Women's History
Month, Love Without Fear Week. For Mother's Day, the Women's
Center advocates a day o f peace and pampering. And every April the
center works with other community organizations to coordinate Take
Back the Night-a rally and march designed to heighten awareness about
violence against women.
"All o f these events are
designed to raise awareness
and encourage discussion,"
Kahan says. "And the expe
rience o f volunteering and
working on these events is
important training for
young women in organizing,
working with the communi
ty and activism."
The center's education
and outreach efforts recent
ly expanded to high school
women. T he Women's
Center offers a new video on feminism, 'The F Word." On top o f pro
viding speakers to western Montana high schools, the center is working
to raise high school age women's self-esteem through outdoor activities.
"Obviously this is a very safe and comfortable place to hang out,"
Kahan says, looking around the room. "And that's hugely important
W hen the Women's Center was created we were way back in a little cor
ner o f the student lounge—no windows and pretty difficult to find. We
moved over to a much more inviting space, and we welcome everyone."
With more than two thousand tides in its library and many maga
zines, the center attracts students doing research as well as community
members. "As other organizations in town have closed, we have tried to
take up the slack," Kahan explains. "We are a campus organization, but
we try to reach the community as a whole.
In the last thirty years, I think the Women's Center has become
known as the campus organization that gets things done," Kahan says.
"We are here to serve feminists, male or female, and those who want to
explore what that term can mean." M
Kim Anderson administrates the Missoula Writing Collaborative.
Summer 1999 M ontanan
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M overs and S hakers
Five Generations of UM Women
by Patrick Hutchins

T

ransport a woman from the 1998-99freshman class back to The
University ofMontana ofthe 1950sandshe woulddiscover a simpler,
more innocentplace. Fewerstudents,fewer buildings, a slowerpace,

But even as she enjoyed the Pleasantville-style atmosphere, she would
undoubtedly feel uncomfortable with the patronizing attitudes. A
woman in law school? some would ask. A black woman living off cam
pus? A woman conducting crucial biomedical research?
Like the rest o f America, UM has undergone an sea change in the
last fifty years with regard to women. Through determination and
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courage, successive generations o f women have advanced the cause of
gender fairness by taking advantage o f various opportunities, thereby
opening the door a bit wider for the next generation. In this article, we
profile a graduate from each o f the past five decades whose unique spir
it and powerful will has helped her succeed, in her own way, in her ■
chosen field.

|
j

^ Mary D oggett at her ranch near White Sulphur
Springs, the Camas Creek Cattle and Sheep
Company.

Mary Doggett ■At Home on the Range
“
It hasn’
t been dull,”Mary Doggett says o f a life that took her from
a Miles City childhood to a ranch near White Sulphur Springs. Along
the way, she became a schoolteacher, raised four sons and worked for
the state library system. And though she has endured nearly half a cen
tury o f hard winters, lost livestock and ruinous markets, Doggett counts
herself blessed.
Doggett graduated from UM in 1952, taught high school and, two
years later, married her college boyfriend, Jeff D oggett The new bride
soon found herself sitting down to dinner at the Camas Creek Cattle
and Sheep Company outside o f White Sulphur Springs with “
thirteen
cowboys and a crabby cook.”It was to be her home for the next fortyfive years.
Doggett was no stranger to the cowboy way o f life, but she still had
to learn skills she never studied at UM: calving, branding, business man
agement and finance, to name a few. Add to that the task o f raising four
sons, serving on the Montana State Library Commission and the local
school board, and Doggett’
s life began to resemble the mythos o f the
American West: full o f rugged beauty, endless toil, simple pleasures and
an abiding love o f place. “
Ranchers were the original environmentalists,”
Doggett says. “
We take care o f the land. We have no choice.”
When asked to compare her career with that o f women today,
Doggett alludes to the radical changes in women’
s roles. “
It was differ
ent then,”she says. “
I followed a very traditional route, but I’
m lucky to
have three remarkable daughters-in-law. They have their professions and
they take care o f their families.”She pauses, then adds, “
With help from
their husbands, o f course.”

Diane Barz - Setting Precedent
By any measure, Diane Barz’
s life has been a classic American suc
cess story. As an attorney and judge, she has gone where no woman had
gone before, becoming the first woman to sit on the Montana Supreme
Court in 1989. Yet it is also characteristic o f her that she gave up the

prestige o f the high court in Helena to return
to her family in Billings. That decision was con
troversial, opening her to criticism that she had
too quickly abandoned a position always
denied to women, but Barz has few regrets.
Born in Bozeman, Barz attended college at
Whitworth in Spokane, before entering UM’
s
law school in 1965. The only woman in the
class, Barz felt accepted by male classmates and
professors, choosing to fit into, rather than
challenge, the men’
s-club atmosphere that char
acterized the legal profession. In 1968 she won
a coveted clerkship at the Montana Supreme
Court only, she learned later, after much heat
ed discussion. And when she started work, she
was puzzled when Justice Hugh Adair would
silently hand her quarters—not something he
did with the male clerks. Eventually, she real
ized the Justice intended the money for coffee.
Following her year and a half o f clerking at the Supreme Court, she
took a job in Billings as deputy county attorney. In 1974 she moved to
the private law firm o f Doris Poppler, who taught Barz negotiation and
mediation skills. Five years later, when an uncontested seat opened up
on the newly created Thirteenth Judicial District Court, Barz decided
to run and won. “
1 wanted to be an active youth court judge,”she says.
“
Back then we were still putting young kids in jail with career crimi
nals.”Barz established the Youth Court Conference Committee, which
finds alternative punishments for young offenders.

Diane Barz, a Judge for the Thirteenth Judicial District

In 1987 Barz’
s historic appointment to Montana’
s high court
brought her professional challenges and prestige, but separated her from
her family. Eighteen months later, she made the decision to step down.
“
I was facing a contested statewide election and would have had to raise
a substantial amount o f money,”she explains. “
My family was still in
Billings; my son was only thirteen. I needed to be home.”
Barz has regained her seat on the district court But she says her
Summer 1999 M ontanan
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Vocalist and alumna Dee Daniels performed in the University Theatre for UM’
s Jazz Festival, April 30.

Supreme Court experience deepened her respect for the complexity of
the law. “
I approach questions from more angles now,”she says. “
You
realize that men o f wisdom can differ greatly on specific questions.”

Dee Daniels - Changing her World with a Joyful Voice.
With seven jazz CDs to her name and an international performing
career, Dee Daniels is no stranger to success. Well known in Europe,
where she lived in the 1980s, she now divides her time between a home
in Vancouver, British Columbia, and the road. But for all her globe-trot
ting, Daniels says her time at UM profoundly influenced her.
At UM in 1967, Daniels was one o f two black women who were
recruited by UM because the six black players on the football team had
begun dating white women and there w'ere complaints. She immediate
ly became friends with Esther Hadley, the only other woman to accept
the offer. When the two decided to live off campus, what they experi
enced shocked Daniels, who had grown up in Los Angeles. “
It was the
first time I really encountered discrimination,”she says. "Hands would
suddenly take down Tor Rent* signs from windows as we approached.
To its credit, the University community responded with strong sup
port President Robert T. Pantzer, Dean o f Students Andrew Cogswell
and Professor Dexter Roberts organized the Action Seminar, which sent
out black students to rent apartments. When they were refused, white
students went to the same address and got the rental. Rallies were orga
nized, and Daniels and Hadley became symbols o f the civil rights strug
gle going on across America. UM soon began recruiting black students
(other than football players) and hired a black professor, Ulysses Doss.
Missoula began to change, too. Practices like housing discrimination dis
appeared as the community declared them unacceptable.
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Daniels graduated in 1970 prepared to teach art Instead, the young
woman who grew up singing and playing piano in her stepfather’
s
Baptist church found herself drawn into music After landing her first
full-time teaching job in Seattle, Daniels began performing regularly
enough with “
Dee Daniels and Dynamite”to quit her day job.
Rock and roll, however, was not her destiny. Daniels quit to start her
own group, singing “
jazz and blues with a tinge o f gospel”and started
improvising “
to keep from getting bored.”In 1982 she was “
in a com
fortable rut”when she met sports artist Leroy Neiman. After hearing
Daniels sing, Neiman helped her move to Europe where, like many black
performers, she found an enthusiastic audience. “
As an American black
female singer,”she recalls, “
I didn’
t have any problems anywhere.”
Despite her successes, Daniels’UM years are a bench mark. “
I con
sider my time in Missoula to be one o f the highlights o f my life,”she
says. “
It made me who I am today.”

Erika Bishop - Where East Meets West
Erika Bishop straddles two worlds. In New York, she is the respect
ed producer o f big-time television shows like CBS This Morning and
The Joan Rivers Show. But her heart—along with that o f her husband,
NBC News reporter Shane Bishop—stubbornly resides in Montana.
Although Erika was born in Spokane, Washington, most o f her fam
ily was from Montana. Her parents were bom in the state, and her
uncles Steve and Dick Riddle were members o f the legendary Mission
Mountain W ood Band. After her father died, the family moved to New
York but every summer the household headed west, she says, “
in the
back o f the LTD.”
When Erika entered UM’
s journalism school in 1984, she showed

Erika Bishop with Cheech Martin, co-star o f CBS prime time series, Nash Bridges.

up wearing punkedout hair and East Village black, and the local boys
took notice. Especially Shane Bishop, a clean-cut fellow journalism stu
dent from Conrad, Montana. They won journalism scholarships,
formed a lasting relationship and became proteges o f the late Professor
Joe Durso, Jr.
One night in 1987, shortly after Erika graduated and married Shane,
the two were discussing their futures over beers at the Missoula Club.
They agreed that whenever one o f them got a better job, the other
would move. They hoped this plan would get them to New York, careers
intact, within five years.
They made it in less than two. Along the way, Bishop moved from
in front o f the camera to behind it, becoming manager o f a low-power
TV station in Pennsylvania and learning the nuts and bolts o f video pro
duction. In New York she was hired as a freelance segment producer for
CBS This Morning, the Sally Jessy Raphael Show, the Joan Rivers Show;
followed by a stint on The Maury Povitch Show on the lifetime Cable
Network.
These days, Erika has exchanged her Manhattan lifestyle for a home
in the New Jersey suburbs with the couple’
s three-year-old daughter,
Meredith. She produces shows for The Food Network, while Shane is a
producer at Dateline N B C Nevertheless, she feels Montana’
s influence
every day. “
1think my values are very different from those o f East Coast
women,”Bishop says. “
1got married when I was twenty-three. I quit jobs
to be with my husband. I quit jobs to have a baby. We say the same
prayer that Shane’
s family always said before dinner, which we eat
together every night We have a very normal life...for Montana.”

LaCasse was a natural for the projects and soon she was putting in long
hours at UM’
s Montana Biotechnology Center, which Nunberg heads.
Researchers have long been frustrated in their search for an effective
AIDS vaccine. Their efforts focused on blocking the virus before it
binds with-and destroys-the body’
s T-lymphocyte cells, one o f the pri
mary defenders o f the immune system. Nunberg suspected these earlier
vaccines were attempting to block the virus at the wrong step in the
process. LaCasse played a key role in helping Nunberg try a different
approach: a “
fusion-competent”vaccine that disrupted the virus during
the infection process itself. “
My primary responsibility,”she says, “
was
to make the vaccines, inject the mice and test the mice.”
By early 1998, the team knew they were on to something remark
able. Trials o f the vaccine had shown it effective against twenty-three of
twenty-four real-world strains o f HIV, a hitherto unheard o f result
When the results were published in the January 15,1999 Science, world
attention shone on Nunberg and his team, but by that time LaCasse had
graduated and accepted a postdoctoral fellowship at the University o f
Alabama, one o f the top AIDS research centers in the world.
LaCasse doesn’
t know yet where this opportunity o f a lifetime will
take her, but she knows what she wants. “
I’
d like to have my own lab
someday, ideally somewhere in the Northwest,”says LaCasse, who grew
up in Frenchtown. And though she is forging a career in the male-dom
inated world o f science, LaCasse doesn’
t seem worried. “
Nobody should
be intimidated,”she says. “
You just work hard and take things in stride.
There are always opportunities.” M
Patrick Hutchins is a frequent contributor to the Montanan.

Rachel LaCasse - On the Frontiers of Science
In 1994 Rachel LaCasse, a graduate student in biology, was studying
feline leukemia, a common disease o f cats similar to AIDS. Both attack
the body’
s immune system. Both are caused by retro viruses (the feline
leukemia virus is known as FIV, the AIDS virus as HIV). Enter Jack
Nunberg, a virologist with a hunch about how to create an HIV vaccine.

Rachel LaCasse in her lab at the University o f Alabama.
S u m m er 1999
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M illennium
by Beth Judy

hat can we expect from University of Montana women in the future?

Judging from the following four students, the answer is, the world.

When asked what motivates them, they credit their families. M
I was
taught if something has to be done, you have to do it," says junior Mandy
Johnson. "And it has to benefit others."

More than anything, however, the women speak of their work as a passion. "My work is
totally inspiring to me," senior Amie Thurber says. "It's not a chore; it's not a job," adds grad
uate student Karen Short. "It's not supposed to weigh you down," Johnson echoes. "You do
it while enjoying life and the people around you."
The four are optimistic about the future. "You have to be," says law student Mary Ann

Changing
People's
Hearts:
Thurber
Dellwo Ries.
Thurber
agrees.
"I'mAm
aiesuperpragmatist,"
she says,
"1hearts,
believe
thatminds,
being
things by changing
people's
not their
and hopeful
the way to
"A lot o f work with youth at risk today focuses on
change hearts is through sharing stories," she says. This year, when a
is the smart
thing
to
do."
skills—getting a job, what to wear to the interview," says
The institute's model for change excites Thurber. "You change

art major Amie (AH-mee) Thurber. "But that's not the
problem. The problem is lack o f a vision."
Since 1997, Thurber has helped kids articulate their visions—in full
and glorious color. Together, from
concept to final masterpiece, they
paint sponsored murals on build
ings, bridges, dumpsters in the
Missoula area featuring hands
holding keys, people dancing,
even a door opening and music
notes streaming out Words like
"wisdom" and "initiative" float
against a blue sky. "Art, creativity,
is all about problem solving, how
to get from A to Z—hitting barri
ers and not stopping," she says.
At UM, Thurber is program
coordinator for the University
Center Multicultural Alliance.
She's also a local leader o f the
National Coalition Building Institute, an organization that works to
eradicate racism and other conflicts.
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local school called because white students were harassing the school's
one black student, Thurber and colleagues put theory into practice. "We
got students talking and opening up to each other," she says. 'This
model makes every person feel valued and hopeful"
Thurber, who was recendy recognized as an outstanding student by
the Associated Students o f The University o f Montana and the Center
for Leadership Development, says she plans to pursue a graduate degree
in education at UM and to keep making art and building coalitions.
"Connecting in a more meaningful way," Thurber says, "that's our way
out o f the mess we're in."

Solving World Problems: MandyJohnson
In 1998, Mandy Johnson (Portugal) and most other
members o f the Security Council were calling for military
action against Iraq. But Johnson had to watch as super
powers France and the former Soviet Union vetoed the motion. 'There
was nothing we could do," she remembers. This year Johnson went to
bat for three more countries: Canada, Mozambique and Colombia. No,
she's not a freelance diplomat She's a member o f the UM Model United
Nations collegiate team.
"I was shy in high school," the Missoula native says. "Model U.N.
opened me up to speaking to others." During her senior year at

Missoula's Hellgate High School, Mandy participated at a Model U.N.
conference held annually for Montana high school students. There she
got hooked. "It's fun to put yourself in the role o f a diplomat, solely rep
resenting a country
and solving world
problems," she says.
Model
United
Nations has been at
UM since 1964, but
the group's only activ
ity consisted o f host
ing the high school
conference—that is,
until Johnson hit cam
pus. She and two col
leagues lobbied for a collegiate team. Since 1997, when UM's first team
participated in New York, the team has competed in the Berkeley con
ference against twenty-four other schools, including Harvard and the
University o f California at Davis. The team has garnered awards includ
ing honorable delegation in 1999 and outstanding delegation in 1998.
Johnson studies French, German and history, and dreams o f a career
in international relations, with an eye toward West Africa. She also is
involved in UM's Model Arab League. She says Model United Nations
has taught her that "the best thing you can do is listen to people. You
can't just ignore them. We've got to work with each other."

FromBarley to the Bar: Mary Ann Delhvo Ries
In Conrad, Montana, life was good for Mary Ann
Dellwo Ries. She farmed wheat and barley and raised five
boys with her husband. For six years, she served simultaneously as Conrad City Judge and as Justice o f the Peace for Pondera
County, But as soon as she took the bench as city judge, she confesses
that she "thought o f the attorney and what I would do if I were him to
win the case." That was the first step toward enrolling in UM's School
of Law.
Ries, who was UM's expert witness at the national Student Trial
Championship in New Orleans, says she loves everything about law
school. Although her
first year has been ter
rifying at times—she'd
never taken a blue
book exam before in
her life—mostly she's
thrilled. "My class
mates
moan and
groan," Ries says. "1
just don't feel that
way. The opportunity
to learn about differ
ent aspects o f the law is the best part." Ries especially enjoys legal writ
ing and civil procedure. 'The law isn't Hack and white; the rules help
you know what to do," she says.
How can Ries juggle her studies and her family? "Because my famiV s so wonderful," Ries says. Ries's husband remains in Conrad with one

o f their boys. Ries has two with her. The older boy babysits for his
younger brother, and a grown son and his fiancee also help out "The
separation is hard, but they understand it's going to be better for us all,"
she says. "Sometimes I wish I'd done this twenty years ago, but I don't
know if I could have then."
This summer, Ries interns with the Glacier County attorneys office.
It's too soon to talk o f post-graduation plans, she says, but ultimately
she'd like to be back in Pondera County, practicing law. Family, com
munity, church and country are central for Reis, and law offers a way to
put them all together. "Law gives society a structure and extends pro
tection to all people, not just one class. I'm passionate about making sure
o f that protection."

On Fire: Karen Short
As a child growing up in Louisiana, UM biological sci
ences doctoral student Karen Short was addicted to
"safari cards"-little cards that came in the mail featuring
pictures o f animals. Years o f classes in ornithology, zoology and resource
management stand between then and now. But, grinning, Short con
fesses her current work makes
her feel just as excited as those
safari cards did.
After Short graduated from
the University o f Arizona in
1996, she worked in southeast
Arizona's Saguaro National Park.
O n a breeding-bird survey in the
park's mountaintop ponderosa
pine forests, she noticed prepara
tions for a prescribed burn and
began to wonder how fire—a nat
ural part o f the ecosystem when
unsuppressed-affected the abun
dance o f birds and insects. Did
fire simply destroy animal life?
O r did any o f these organisms
take advantage o f fire? Her questions initiated a year-long study o f the
effects o f low-severity fire on bird and insect communities in the moun
taintop ecosystem.
Last fall, the Canon National Parks Science Scholars program award
ed Short $75,000 to continue her work. Research funded by the presti
gious award is likely to influence national park policy.
Short sees prescribed burns as a unique laboratory opportunity.
"Knowing an area will be burned, you can study it before and after," she
says. In pre-burn inventories, Short has collected about eighty families
o f insects. It's too early to say how fire impacts the insects and the birds
that eat them.
Larger issues—fire study design and communication with the public
about fire—also intrigue Short, who dreams o f creating and coordinat
ing multi-agency research projects on fire. She says fire ecology studies
can help "put fire in a different context for the public, tell a more hon
est story instead o f just an easy one. I think people are waiting for the
answers."
Beth Judy has com pleted a biography o f a woman bronc rider.
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by Susanna Sonnenberg

News o f Home

by Debra Kang Dean, M.F.A. '89

Rochester, N ew York: Boa Editions, 1998. 95 pp. $12.50 paper.

he speaker in News o f
Home, Debra Kang Dean's
first collection o f poems,
focuses on her life as an outsider,
drawing on her Korean heritage,
her Hawaiian childhood and her
place on the fringe as a woman.
She finds other women—the
grandmothers, mothers, aunts,
best friends and "tag-along" sis
ters o f her world—and makes
their peripheral presence known,
thereby drawing them into centered focus.
In "With My Mother and Aunts in the
Kitchen" she describes the scene in the
kitchen as the men watch a football game.
"My mother and aunts talk/all four o f them
laugh; their laughter, like the sound o f the
cheering crowd,/Washes over the drone o f
the sportscaster. The women are bound
together but isolated, speaking a language the
writer struggles to understand. This struggle
to connect is keenly felt throughout the book

T

as Dean explores being a daugh
ter and a granddaughter, an
immigrant and outsider.
In "Courage, Temperance,
and Wisdom," the writer, in a
letter to a friend, remembers
their mothers: "God, how we
hated their stupidity/and sub
missiveness and swore we'd not
repeat the pattern o f their
lives."
News o f Hom e has the easy,
comfortable weight o f a packet o f beloved let
ters. The poems lounge with conversational
satisfaction, as in "Distance": "Emmylou
Harris comes on/and I'm humming and next
thing I know/I'm crying—though whether for
what I've left/behind or where I'm going or
both/I can't be certain."
News o f Hom e offers a frank lament and
a hopeful acceptance o f life and womanhood.
The poems stir the warm waters o f casual
and common experience.

Letters from Yellowstone
by Diane Smith 1
87

N ew York: Viking, 1999. 226 pp. $23.95 hardcover.

H

ow enticing to read let
ters. How startling, in this
age o f electronic brevity
and speed, to be absorbed by a
long, intimate narrative meant for
only two people—the writer and
the recipient In Diane Smith's
first novel, Letters from Yellow
stone, she constructs a historical
document—part scientific mystery
and part antique social comedyrevealing her characters to us
through the postal service, an institution
almost as extinct as the epistolary novel.
It is 1898 and Dr. A. E. Bartram is invited
by a scientist named H. G. Merriam to travel
from Ithaca, New York, to explore the beauty
o f Yellowstone National Park. Merriam does
n't know Bartram is a woman and is not ini
tially pleased to see her. But soon Alex
Bartram is welcomed into the camp and
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becomes indispensable.
Smith creates in Bartram a
real, old-fashioned heroine, the
sort who used to be called
plucky. She bucks society's
expectations o f gentility and
marriage, reveling in the Park's
rugged terrain. She is the dri
ving voice o f these letters, a
voice that deepens and matures
with experience.
Smith has captured the
thrilling privacy o f the letter as well as the
long-lost, courtly tone o f long-distance corre
spondence. Against the untamed backdrop of
Yellowstone at the turn o f the century, her
heroine is privileged to an awakening that
would please Edith Wharton. Peopled with a
lively cast o f ruffians, soldiers, matrons and
suitors, the to-and fro landscape o f Letters
from Yellowstone is playful and fun.

My Russian
by Deirdre McNamer *73, M.F.A. *87
New York: H oughton M ifflin, 1999. 288 pp. $24 hardcover

I

f you have ever had the fan
tasy o f disappearing from
your life, relinquishing your
responsibilities and reinventing
yourself, then Deirdre McNamer
has set words to your dream.
In M y Russian, narrator
Francesca W oodbridge is the
well-groomed, upper-middle class
wife o f a successful lawyer. They
live with their teenaged son in a
large and handsome house on
the leafy streets o f a western uni
versity town very much like
Missoula, Montana. It is a com
fortable life, except that Francesca has stopped
feeling her true self, her inner self, and, when
the novel opens, she is living in homely dis
guise in a ragged motel just a few blocks away,
having told her family she is in Greece.
She has spent months carefully concocting
a false identity, complete with passport, birth
certificate, habits and tastes. Like good police
fiction, Francesca's description o f building her
disguise gives us a recipe to follow should we

choose to disappear, too.
But this is not a detective
novel about a crime, a gun, a
fugitive, although these things
play a part in the story.
McNamer, in her third novel,
writes instead about the sus
pense o f discovering the selfexamining clues, gathering evi
dence, making unexpected con
clusions. At times almost painful
to read for the wistful longing in
Francesca's soul, M y Russian
takes us gently back and over the
events o f Francesca's life that
led her to this startling and desperate
circumstance.
McNamer muses with a caressing hum that
never lets up, suffused with wonderful descrip
tions o f such ordinary things as a cup o f coffee
with cream or a salad o f fresh tomatoes. This
is a sensual novel o f the interior life, a confes
sional musing that deftly arranges chronologi
cal shifts like flowers in a vase and slowly
reveals the devastations o f a heart.

^ fj| "WhenI leave this room, I wear a wig andsome
odd clothing I bought inAthens.Just like that, I've
become aperson who no longerJits the shape and
color of my absent self, as it exists in the minds of my
husbandand son. They wouldlook straight at this
version of me andsee no one they knew. I'm quite
sure of that.
Iam here to assess the situation. I'm here, let's
say, to spy on my waiting life."
Summer 1999 M ontanan
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James Flightner ’
62
Class Notes are compiled by B e t sy H o l m q u ist ’
67,
M.A. ’
83. T o submit news, please drop a line to the
Alumni Association, Brandy Hall, T h e University o f
Montana, Missoula, Mont, 59812-0013. You may also
fax us your news at (406)243-4467 or e-mail it to us at
alum note@ selw ay.um t.edu.

*** fc

’
30s

Thelma B jorn a by F o x ’
32 writes, "I have become
increasingly grateful for the excellent start Dr. Wesley
P. Clark gave me toward the education 1 have achieved
over these many years. W hen I sat in his classes, I
must have known that someday I would see s o much
about which we read." Thelma resides in Salinas,
Calif., and celebrated her 88th birthday on S t Patrick’
s
Day. (Dr. Clark, professor o f Latin and Greek, taught
at UM from 1921 to 1951.)

’
35, o f Snohomish,
Wash., would like to visit with historians about her
father, Charles T. Morrell, for whom the Seeley Lake
area peak, creek and falls are named. Mr. Morrell, a
pioneer in territorial Montana, owned a gun and
sporting-goods store in Helena and manufactured the
first gun made in Montana. If you have information
for Frances, e-mail her at fmgraves@premierl.net
Fra n ces

M o r rell

C r a v es

’
39 writes that he and A r th u r
"A r t " P ea r so n ’
40 both live at Patriots Colony, a mili
tary retirement community in Williamsburg, M l Each
earned an army commission from R O T C while at UM.
"Neither one o f us can remember the other while at
school," Jim writes. H e claims that is "a sign o f being
chronologically gifted." Jim served 32 years in the
army. Art served five and a half years in W W II and
12 years in the reserves. H e worked 38 years with
O w ens C o m in g Fiberglass Corp. "W e live less than
100 feet apart," Jim concludes. "It’
s a small world.
C o m e see us!" E-mail Jim at redleglove@aol.com and
Art at artpearson@erols.com.
Ja m es W. "J im " L o v e

# ’
50s

Class o f 1959: Your 40th class reunion will be held
during Homecoming, O c t 8 and 9, 1999. Watch for

information later this summer.
’
50 spent five
and a half weeks in Humacao, Puerto Rico, last fall
working with the Federal Emergency Management
Agency in the aftermath o f Hurricane Georges. Pat
retired in 1990, but soon after was hired by FEMA
and has worked in emergency situations across the
United States and on St. John’
s Island. Pat returned
from Puerto Rico just in time to join her husband,
D on ald J. Ca m pbell ’
51, in hosting the annual Griz-Cat
satellite T V party in Richland, WashP a tr icia "P a t " Ka b r ick C a m pbell

# ’
60s

Ja m es "J im " F u ch tn er , M.A. ’
62, dean o f the
College o f Arts and Sciences, has announced his retire
ment as o f June 30,2000. Jim taught Spanish for more
than two decades in UM’
s foreign languages and liter
ature department before becom ing dean in 1989.

Gifford Peterson ’
67

Richard D. Alexander ’
69

estate broker and serves as vice president o f the East
C ounty Economic Development Council. H e and his
wife, Joan, have tw o daughters.
S andra "S andy " P ram en ko K rav ik ’
69, a history
and government teacher at Lake C ity High School in
C oeu r d ’
Alene, Idaho, recently had an Internet teach
ing guide she designed featured o n C-SPAN’
s
Booknotes. Sandy, a C-SPANChampion Teacher,"
wrote the guide to accompany a text o n Soviet espi
onage in America during the Stalin era. Her guide
included discussion, reading and writing assignments.
Sandy has used C-SPAN in her classes for years. She
received no money for her guide, but said that wasn't
expected. "1 think it’
s payback, since I use s o many of
their programs,"she explains. 'The value is in expos
ing the students to educational television."

# ’
70s

K ev in S . S m ith ’
64 retired after 23 years with the
Beaverton Building Departm ent "After building our
dream home near Smith Rocks in eastern Oregon,”he
writes, “
I intend to g o back to my first love, pho
tographing wildlife I also plan to put many miles on
my G old W ing motorcycle with my wife, Kei."

R on a ld L "R o n " M o l en 71 is the new executive
director o f the Cincinnati Parks Foundation. Ron is
the current president o f the Cincinnati Society o f
Fund-Raising Executives and a member o f the board of
directors o f the Cincinnati Society o f Association
Executives. H e resides in West Chester, Ohio.

H o w a r d J o se p h "J o e " A yres, M.A. ’
66, communi
cations professor at Washington State University, is
number eight on the national communication studies’
most prolific scholars list H e received B ook o f the
Year and Convention Paper o f the Year awards at the
National Communication Association’
s Com m ission
on Communication Apprehension and Avoidance in
New York. In a letter praising his W SU colleague,
D on a ld C O r u c h '53, Ph.D. '63, writes that informa
tion omits a crucial detail "Joe is a Butte Kid! H e lived
at the Columbia Gardens and attended Harrison
SchooL the same school yours truly attended."

R on a ld D . "R o n " R em ple 71 is the new deputy
director o f the California Department o f Fish and
Game, after working in the department for 26 years.
Ron will direct activities focusing on the conservation
o f the state’
s aquatic and terrestrial habitats, its endan
gered species and how water will be apportioned in
the state for the next 50 years. "Although my respon
sibilities keep m e traveling around the state," Ron emails, "I still find time for fishing in the Sierras and
white-water rafting on rivers throughout the W est"

R o g e r A llen B a r b e r ’
67, J.D. ’
71, M.B.A. ’
83 is the
new vice chancellor o f academic affairs at Montana
State University-Northern. Roger has been a faculty
member at Northern since 1978. H e is married to
M a r y Va n B u sk ir k 75, J.D. 78. Mary has been a mem
ber o f the Bosch, Kuhr, Dugdale law firm in Havre
since 1978 and a partner since 1981.
C l iffo r d P e t e r so n

R ic h a r d C o h en 73 is a free-lance musician in
Casper, Wyo. A bass player in the Casper Symphony,
Richard also is organist for the First Church o f Christ
Scientist and pianist for the Petroleum Club.
R a n del E. "R andy " M o n g er 74 was named public
information manager for Sanders, a Lockheed Martin
Company in Nashua, N.H. Randy joins Sanders fol
lowing 24 years in the U.S. A ir Force, where his duties
included service at the Pentagon, commanding broad-

’
67 was nam ed o f counsel at the
Philadelphia office o f
Morgan, Lewis & Bockus,
a 229-lawyer firm with
m ore than 900 lawyers
practicing in the United
States, Europe and Asia.
Clifford advises clients on
litigation
involving
antitrust, civil and crimi
nal antitrust issues.
R ic h a r d

D.

"R

ic k "

'69 was r e je c t 
ed to his third four-year
term o n the GrossmontCuyamaca College District
Governing Board in East
San Diego County. Rick
also is a commercial real
A lex a n der

While attending their 50th and 60th class reunions, alums participated in com 
mencement ceremonies in May.
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Ronald L Molen '71

Betsy Bach ’
80

cast operations in the Pacific and Saudi Arabia during
Operation Desert Storm, and heading media activities
for U.S. interventions into Somalia, Haiti and Rwanda.
His final military assignment was at the Supreme
Headquarters A llied Powers Eu rope (SHAPE),
Belgium, as the chief o f Public Affairs Plans and deputy
director o f Public Information for Allied Com m and
Europe. Randy, his wife Sally, and their tw o children
reside in Amherst, N.H.
Joy N elson O tt 79, M.B.A‘
91, was appointed by

Gov. Marc Racicot to a two-year term on the Montana
Board o f Investments. Joy, the senior regional credit
officer for Norwest Bank Montana and N orwest Bank
Wyoming, resides in Billings. She currently serves on
the Finance Com m ittee for the Yellowstone Art
Museum and is a past board m em ber for Montana
Special Olympics.

S» ’
80s

B etsy B ach , M.A. ’
80, professor o f communication
studies, becam e UM ’
s first-ever assistant provost for
retention and enrollment management in January.
Betsy will serve on the University’
s enrollment man
agement team, work with Provost R obert Kindrick to
improve academic advising and student retention, and
supervise the University College. Betsy began teaching
at UM in 1984 and was chair o f the communication
studies department for four years.
T heodore R . " T ed" Catton '83, M.A. ’
86, received
the G eorge Perkins Marsh prize for the best b ook in
environmental history in 199798. T his prize, awarded every
other year by the American
S ociety
for
Environmental
History, is for his b ook Inhabited
W ilderness: Indians, Eskim os
an d N ational Parks in Alaska.
Ted, a public historian with the
Historical Research Association,
lives in Missoula with his wife,
K risten G ough Catton ’
83, and
their three sons.
B owen "B o " Larsen ’
83 is coordinator o f external
communications for the John C. Lincoln Health
Network in Phoenix. H e and his wife, Marci, have one
daughter, Kristen, and another du e in ApriL "You
know when I am in Missoula," B o e-mails. "I drive a
Volkswagen van with "G o Griz" license plates."
M arlee B eth M ille r '85 was prom oted to vice pres

ident o f marketing and com m unications at the
Sacramento Metropolitan Cham ber o f Com m erce in
California. Marlee previously worked as the senior edi
tor
for
the
A m erican
A ssociation
o f University
W om en in Washington, D.C.,
and managed the communica
tions department for the Greater
H ouston Partnership.
C r aig A la n H olden , M.EA.

*86, received kudos in T he N ew
York Tim es B ook R eview for his
suspense thriller Four C om ers o f
Night. T his multilayered morali

ty tale follows the story o f a kidnaped 12-year-old child
and the narrator’
s memories o f an earlier child’
s disap
pearance. Hailing Craig as "a talented writer," the
review encourages readers to hang on, "if only to see
how far beyond its conventions a talented writer can
take the genre."
M ichelle W illit s Cunningham ’
88 e-mails," I traded
the bright lights o f Las Vegas for the flickering ones o f
fireflies in southern Illinois in 1998." A form er fea
tures copy editor for an entertainment tabloid in Las
Vegas, Michelle now is an assistant director in the pub
lic affairs department for Southern Illinois UniversityCarbondale. H er responsibilities include W eb site cre
ation, management and coverage o f the C ollege o f
Liberal Arts and the C ollege o f Science. "I married
Steven, a sports writer at the Southern Illinoisan, in
July 1998. W e are expecting our first child in
September. O u r only debate is whether the baby will be
dressed in U M o r Vanderbilt colors!"
Judy T ipto n K ille n ’
88 m oved to Powell, Wyo. in
1993 to becom e news editor o f T he P ow ell T ribune
Elected to the board o f directors o f the W yoming Press
Association in January, Judy e-mails that "Class Notes"
is one o f the few ways she has o f keeping track o f her
classmates: "T he magazine is a great way to stay
inform ed about campus activities."
M ary H . S exton , M.Ed. '88, recently was elected
Teton C ounty’
s first female commissioner. A grand
daughter o f Dr. Howard Bateman, a surgeon w ho set
tled in Choteau in the early 1900s, Mary’
s interests in
the environment, conservation, health care and local
business run deep. She also is the marketing associate
and part ow n er o f the Best Western Stage S top Inn in
Choteau, a real estate consultant, and a guide and nat
uralist in the Bob Marshall and Scapegoat wilderness
es. Mary has a 12-yearold daughter, Maggie, and is mar
ried to R ich Clough ’
67 o f Helena.

’
88, M.A.‘
91.
Following three years o n the Mariana Islands in
Micronesia and tw o years in H onolulu studying wildlife
management issues o f Micronesia, American Samoa
and the Hawaiian Islands, Dave has m oved closer to
home. H e now is a biologist with the National Park
Service at Capitol R eef National Park in Torrey, Utah.
Dave admits to missing the green and warmth o f the
tropics, but is "ecstatic to be living and working in a
locale as beautiful as Capitol Reef." H e e-mails that he
"looks forward to driving to Montana regularly."
D a v id

J ."D ave "

W o rthing to n

M ic h elle C otton P ing ree ’
89, a resident o f
Spokane, Wash., manages health education at Eastern
Washington University. She plans to pursue her mas
ter’
s degree and one day return to Montana. Michelle
has a 13-year old daughter.

# ’
90s

M ichele W olfe Jorgenson ’9 0 and her husband,

T erry D ean Jorgenson ’90, reside in Scottsdale, Ariz.

Michele is manager for the North Scottsdale branch o f
North American Title Com pany and Terry is safety
manager for Hyatt Regency at Gainey Ranch.
G ary Ja h r ig

M issoulian, w on

’
92, education reporter for the
his secon d national Education

Writers’Association honor in four years. Gary’
s week
ly "Schools" section received second prize in the 1998
National Awards for Education R eporting in the
Special Section o r Page category.
S arah E w ing P rodell '83, ’
84, assistant news editor
at the M issoulian, designs the awarding-winning sec
tion.
B renda L eighton ’
92 is an em ployment specialist at
H unter Douglas, W in d ow Fashion Division, in
Broomfield, Colo.
N icole Lyn M arlenee ’
92, ’
95, and Jon J effrey
"J eff* ' R oot ’
95 were married Jan. 13 in Las Vegas.

Nicole is in her second year o f veterinary sch ool at
C olora do State University in Fort Collins. Jeff is a
mammalogist and zoon otic research associate for the
Arthropodborne and Infectious Disease Lab at CSU.
Eliza b eth B urton B arth ’
93 and her husband,
David, have been living in New York C ity for 3 1/2
years. "O n Nov. 1, 1998," she writes, "we both ran the
New York C ity Marathon."
M arcus C ourtney ’
93, co-founder o f the
Washington Alliance for Technology W orkers (Wash
Tech), is featured in the D e c 7, 1998, Business Week.
A n organizer and advocate for workplace rights and
public policy issues affecting high-tech workers, Marcus
has received front-page coverage in T he Seattle Times,
the San Jose M ercury N ew s and T he Ch icago T ribune
His experiences working as a high-tech perm atem p in
Seattle for A D O B E Systems, Keane In c and M icrosoft
Corp. led Marcus to realize that temporary workers
need an advocate before government and industry.
Scott D eS hazer ’
93 and L ara D eS hazer ’
94 live in
Missoula with their three sons, Ricky, Tanre and Koahl.
Scott is a manager for O n e Call Locators and Lara is a
biology teacher at Sentinel H igh SchooL
Patr ic ia A nn "P a tt i" B urnett ’
94 is an accredited
records technician at the Marcus Daly Memorial
Hospital in Hamilton. Patti earned a degree in health
inform ation and technology at M SU C ollege o f
Technology-Great Falk in 1988.
T odd C harles H u ll ’
94 is in his second year as head
athletic trainer for the Montana State UniversityBillings Yellowjackets. H e and his wife, SARA H agen
H u ll ’
93, bought a house in Billings H eights and have
enjoyed rem odeling it. Sara, a full-time m om to son,
Tyler, works from h o m e T odd writes, "Although the
ll
Yellowjackets are affiliated with that other school, w e’
always b e loyal to UM. Just ask ou r dog, Griz!"
T heodore S tephen "T ed" L ea ’
94, a January gradu
ate from the FBI Academy, is m oving to New York with
his wife,T racey K een L e a ’
94, and their tw o sons. Ted
will work in the FBI’
s Manhattan office.
D aw n Janelle H a ll *95 and Jon Peterson were mar
ried Jan. 2 in Missoula. Dawn works for Montana Rail
Link
L aura E . O lson ’
95 is the Bozeman public relations
manager for Powerhouse Technologies, a company that
designs, manufactures and markets gaming equipment
w orldw ide Laura writes that it’
s tough living in enemy
Bobcat country and she would like to hear from college
friends, "especially the K aim inites and Butte contin
gency." Em ail Laura at okonLa@pwrhxom.
N icole R osenleaf-R i i ter ’
96 received her M.A. in
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Laura E. Olson ’
95
Russian and eastern European studies from Yale in
1998. She and Ch ip Ritter were married this past sum
mer in Great Falls and now live in Amherst, Mass.,
where Nicole is graduate programs director for The
Princeton Review.
’
96 recently was desig
nated a naval aviator and awarded his wings o f gold in
Pensacola, Fla. Pat will b e stationed at Kanehoe Bay,
Hawaii, for three years and fly a Seahawk helicopter for
the Easy Rider squadron. "Just wanted to give a shout
out to all Grizzlies past and present and let you all
know what I’
ve been up to," Pat writes.
P a t r ic k W. "P a t ” Wieg le b

R on a ld Ja m e s "R o n " Ya t e s , J r . ’
96, M.Acct. ’
98,
was one o f 12 candidates recently awarded the Joint
Certified Public Accountant Exam Award with High
Distinction, presented by Montana Society o f CPAs
and the Montana Board o f Public Accountants. Ron is
a tax specialist for KPMP Peat Marwick in Billings. His
wife, A m y L A l l iso n Ya t e s x ’
95, is a registered assistant
in Billings with Salomon Smith Barney.

’
97, high school chemistry teacher
and football coach at Stanford, also is a research scien
tist w hose filtration system for separating heavy metal
from water has gained a U.S. Patent for UM. Under a
two-year grant from Research Corporation and the
M urdoch Charitable Trust, John has helped develop a
Jo h n C

D em in g

molecule that is one-fifth the cost and nearly as effi
cient in capturing metals as any chemical now used.
Future benefits from the system include cleaning up
wastewater from mining operations and filtering her
bicide and pesticide residue from irrigation runoff. An
immediate benefit o f John’
s work is that his high school
students assist in various levels o f the research and can
see the direct results o f their work.
Le w is J. R u sk ’
97 and his wife, D o r i F r e e b o r g R u sk
x*97, live in Davison, Mich. Lewis is a group leader at
the Saginaw Wolverine Secure Treatment Center,
which provides treatment and services to delinquent
youths in southeastern Michigan. Lewis and D ori cur
rently are enrolled in the health education masters pro
gram at the University o f Michigan’
s Flint campus.
Jen n ifer Le e E ck e r t ’
98 and Dane T hom as Sander
were married D e c 30 in Red Lodge. Jennifer was com 
missioned as an army second lieutenant at graduation
and is finishing pilot training at Fort Rucker, Ala.
A n d r ew J. G u sta fso n '98 recently was com m is
sioned as a naval officer after com pleting Officer
Candidate Sch ool at Naval Aviation Schools
Command, Naval A ir Station, Pensacola, Fla. Andrew
received instruction in navigation, ship handling, engi
neering, naval warfare and management.
H ea th er

M. L a tin o , J.D. ’
98, has associated with
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for IRAs.

COLLEGE •FIRST HOME •RETIREMENT

Your Wall Street in the West

D.A. Davidson SCCo.
Member SIFC
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Paoli Law Office, P.C. in Missoula. A n honors graduate,
Heather served as co-editor and chief o f the Montana
Law Review. H er practice will focus on civil litigation,
personal injury, criminal defense and family law cases.
D a n S ullivan ’
98 w on the extremely competitive
M onbusho Scholarship for graduate study at Hirosake
University in Japan, where he will b e attending classes
from April 1999 through March 2001. Dan is the first
UM student to receive this award.
S tu a rt Th u rlkill ’
99 took first place in the Rich
Mahan Student Portfolio category at the Atlanta
Photojournalism Seminar for 40 o f his best 1998 pho
tos. Stuart received $750 and a Nikon N905 camera.

N ew A lumni
A ssociation L ife
M embers
'88, Libby
'88, Libby
R o by n F u h rm an B la tter '93, Kennewick, Wash.
C D u n can Ca m pbell '79, Corvallis, Ore.
Ja n e t Lem ck e C a m pbell '75, Corvallis, Ore.
B a rb a r a D a r r C ollu ra '85, Oak Hill, Va.
S u sa n B o u r k e C o o n s '68, Sun Valley, Idaho
G a y le C r a n e '70, Amargosa Valley, Nev.
A n d r ew D a v id so n '90, Great Falls
W en d y M il le r D a v id so n '90, Great Falls
D a v id E n g e r '67, Seattle
Ma r v in M. G a l t s '68, Columbia Falls
La w r en ce G eh lh au sen '67, Walla Walla, Wash.
M ich ael L Ha r r is o n '99, Stone Mountain, Ga.
B iu . L H ig g in s '58, Kingston, Tenn.
R o b e r t H o e n e '70, Bigfork
N o r e e n Kil e y H o s ie ’
61, Linden, Calif.
C u r t is N. Ja c o b so n Missoula
La n n i S u e Ja c o b so n '85, Missoula
M a r io n Kellu m Milwaukie, Ore.
R u th D w yer Kel ly '59, Reno, Nev.
Ja y W. M a lca n '69, Midlothian, Va.
S a ra G u s t M c Fa rla n d '79, Whittier, Calif.
W illia m M c Fa rla n d '81, Whittier, Calif.
D ix ie G o e r e s M cL a u gh lin '85, Missoula
D o n A. M o n tg o m ery 73, Whitefish
Jo A n n Jo h n so n P o r t e r 77, Pullman, Wash.
P aul R o s s 75, Houston
S teven A llen S c h m id t ’
96, Colorado Springs, Colo.
D a rl en e S m ith Helena
R ic h a r d H. S m ith Helena
Jo h n K. Ta b a r a c o '87, Missoula
G a r y Wa n g '84, Valley Stream, N.Y.
W il b u r W o o o '64, Roundup
K ath leen M c K en n a Wo o d w a r d ’
57, Albuquerque,
N.M.
Le e W o o d w a r d ’
53, Albuquerque, N.M.
C h r ist o p h e r Ye r k e s ’
98, Kalispell
R u ssel l B a r n e s

S a n d ra S v er d r u p B a r n e s

Encourage other UM alumni and friends
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Ron ’
96 & Amy ’
95 Yates

John C. Deming ’
97

to become Life Members o f the Alumni
Association. Call us at (800) 862-5862 for
more information or to join by credit card.

In M em oriam
In Memoriam requires a newspaper obitu
ary or a letter o f notification from the imme
diate family for names to be included.
The Alumni office extends sympathy to
the families o f the following alumni, friends
and faculty:
'22, Escondido, Calif.
’
25, Park Ridge, 111.
G ertrude L P ease 75, Rochester, Minn.
M aureen D esmond F utner 77, Torrington, Wyo.
Eleanor H ull C rowell x 7 8 , Tulsa, Okla.
M ary Cardell M oore ’
30, Sun City, Ariz.
L ouise T endeland B etzner '31, Mesa, Ariz.
M arguerite H einsch Ephron ’
31, Missoula
Edwin T. M ertz ’
31, Hon.D. 79, Richardson,
Texas
Robert T. M errill

Maibelle M ohrherr Christy

, LLB/32, Butte
’
32, Charlottesville, Va.
M argaret A . Rand all *32, Vancouver, Wash.
G arry E. R obertson ’
32, M.Ed.‘
39, Kailua, Hawaii
E dward W illiam T homas ’
32, Coupeville, Wash.
D avid A . R usk ’
33, Missoula
K atherine M ason Story ’
33, Montgomery, Ala.
James D . F reebourn x ’ 3 4 , Butte
Charles M artin H olstrom ’
34, Clancy
D orothy M cL enegan Cla rk ’
35, Creswell, Ore.
C layton W . S mith ’
35, C o o s Bay, Ore.
N ora La P orte S teen ’
35, Beaux Arts, Wash.
Jo M arsh B usey ’
36, Portland, Ore.
R uth M . M cG ee ’
36, Palm Desert, Calif.
M artin J. “ B arney ” M cK ittrick x ’ 3 6 , Oregon
City, Ore.
G eorge F. R oskie ’
36, Great Falls
Colleen S haw D ion ’
38, Helena
James E. M eagher , J.D. ’
38, Arcadia, Calif.
F rank W . R uzicka x ’ 3 8 , Lewistown
K athleen H olmes S chwanke ’
38, Missoula
R oy E. C hapman ’
39, J.D. ’
41, Redlands, Calif.
O scar J. G uttormson ’
39, Malta
H omer L H ooban ’
39, Caldwell, Idaho
D orothy M . H annifin

Patricia R egan M cFarland

’
39, Poison
Columbia Falls
G race B aker M artell ’
40, Missoula
H erbert T ure S wanson ’
40, Anaconda
V ance L eroy B ronson ’4 1 , Boise, Idaho
S. V. M cCarthy , M.Ed. ’
41, Sioux Falls, S.D.
V ir ginia B rashear Emrick ’
42, Conrad
D orothy L loyd D avidson ’
43, Butte
I della M ary W alden H unnewell ’
43, Tacoma, Wash.
W alter P. K lahr x ’4 3 , Three Forks
Frederick W . “ F ritz ” K rieger x ’4 3 , Missoula
Pa u l V. L oendorf x ’4 3 , Black Eagle
W illiam M . A luson x ’ 4 4 , Kalispell
H arold E. “ G ene” M iles x ’ 4 5 , Missoula
T erry James Coghlan ’
46, J.D. ’
48, Bozeman
R obert G uy D owen ’
47, Keizer, Ore.
H enry D . “ H a n k ” B ertoguo ’
48, Butte
F rank B. Cam pbell Jr ., J.D. ’
48, Phoenix
H arriette R eif S keie ’
48, Billings
G loria A nn M eehan ’
50, Seal Beach, Calif.
W illiam E. S euski ’
50, Missoula
W illiam T. B arry ’
51, M A. ’
55, Ph.D. 77, Cusick,
Wash.
R obert R. “ B o b ” M artinek ’
51, Forsyth
A lmer B. “ A l ” O sher

Raymond E. K napton x ’4 0 ,

Make a Planned Gift*

to a UM Foundation Endowed Fund and Receive a Montana
Income Tax Credit for 50% of Your Qualifying Contribution
^

Maximum credit of $10,000 per individual per year

^

Must be used in year of the gift (no carry forward)

^

Credit may not exceed your Montana income tax liability

^

Also applies to endowment gifts from corporations,
small business corporations, partnerships or estates

% Planned Gifts include Charitable Remainder Trusts.
Gift Annuities. D eferred Gift Annuities. Pooled Incom e
Fund Gifts and Paid-up Life Insurance Policies

ACT NOW!
Incentive Expires in 2001
C ontact the UM Foundation O ffice o f Planned Giving
(406-243-2593 or 1-800-443-2593)
for m o re in form ation or to requ est an ex am ple
sp ecific to your o w n situation.

The University of Montana

Foundation

P.O. Box 7159 Missoula. MT 59807
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Mehrdad Kia

J.D. *51, Lewistown
’
52, Cut Bank
Jo h n A. K n o o J 5 2 , Sidney
Willia m J. “B il l ”S e it z J r . ’
52, Sidney
Ja m es M . S trou d , M.A. ’
52, Eugene, Ore
W illiam E. “B il l ”C u m l ey x’
53, Helena
Ja c k W. C o p p e d c e ’
54, Stayton, Ore.
C h a r l es L C o u r ch en e ’
56, Missoula
A l fr ed B . C o a t e ’
57, J.D. ’
59, Forsyth
EM M En M ich ael D a r c y ’
58, M.A. ’
65,
Coeur d’
Alene, Idaho
J u n e P A n oN J o h n so n ’
58, Brush Prairie, Wash.
D o n a l d D o u g l a s M a c P h er so n , J.D. ’
58, Anacortes,
Wash.
H elen A. M or g a n s , M.A. ’
59, Chillicothe, Mo.
E u gen e Th o m a s B ell ’
60, Woodbridge, Va.
R a y m on d W. W o r d in g ’
60, M.A. ’
69, Helena
La w r en ce W. Ma lk u ch ’
61, San Francisco
E st h e r L M c C u r d y ’
6 1 , Charlo
Ja m e s W. K unkel ’
65, Manhattan, Kan.
A n n ie M ontana “Ta n n ie ”H a n ifen ’
66, Deer Lodge
Cl if f o r d D a n iel D er en bu r g er ’
69, Great Falls
E velyn P . Th o m p so n ’
72, Reserve
Lin d a S ta n ch f ieid S m ith ’
75, Clinton, Wash.
K en H . Th o m p so n 75, Helena
D a rrell Le r o y M a z e ’
88, Kalispell
S teph en Ve r n Ma r t in ’
94, Missoula
P h y l u s W il so n S tiv er s , M.I.S. ’
98, Poison
A ltha S . A n d r ew s Helena
C a rl Wa lter B a ld w in Stevensville
R o b e r t 0 . B etzn er Mesa, Ariz.
C r etch en C . B il u n g s Des Moines, Wash.
H a r o l d B r en sd al Plentywood
H a r r ie t t e M a y D o r e D o o u n g Missoula
Willia m B a r r e u E vans Missoula
I r e n e E v er s Missoula
M a r jo r ie W. H ilem a n Casper, Wyo.
K en n eth “C h ip ”H o u sem a n Jackson, Wyo.
Wilm a P o t h K r eb sb a ch Finley Point
G e o r g e M . Lela n d Missoula
Ma r l y s A. M il n e Vermillion, S.D.
J o h n E. “
J a c k ”M in ck le r Missoula
J e a n e tte L e b sa ck R o b s Livingston
B e r t R e e se S a p p e n fie ld Missoula
J am es E. S h o r t Dillon
L eR oy

S con “
S c o r n ”C ru m p a ck e r

B irths
Kabe Webster to Jenaya F orm a n We b st e r ’
86
and Greg Webster, May 6, 1998, in Poison.
Elisa Anna Woehler to C arla C h a m pou x
’
90, M.Ed. ’
97, and E r k Wo eh l er ’
91,
May 15,1998, in Missoula.
W o eh l er

Brennan Cooper to C h a r l es “D u sty ”
’
81 and Bethanne Williams, Aug. 1,
1998, in Houston.
Willia m s
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Richard Drake

th e

by Betsy Holmquist
44

eyond all expectations," said
B ^ L o n e listener o f the Alumni
Association’
s new lecture
series, “
Behind the Headlines.”
"Informative, energizing, passionate,”said
another. "It brought the news to life."
Indeed in the first-ever Community
Lecture Series in February, Missoulians
explored historical and modern perspec
tives on contemporary world issues.
The idea for the series came from UM
friends and Missoulians Kitte Robins and
Ann Boone. Last fall they approached
Alumni Director Bill Johnston about spon
soring a classroom experience for the com
munity. W hen three award-winning histo
ry professors—Paul Lauren, Richard Drake
and Mehrdad Kia—agreed to present the
lectures, alumni intern Kelly Murphy went
to work putting the project together. By
the end o f the first week o f publicity, all
150 seats in the classroom were reserved.
At $15 per person for the entire series, it
was "the greatest bargain in town" as one
attendee remarked.
Regents Professor Paul Lauren present
ed the first two lectures. Lauren presented
the historical dilemma o f international
human rights versus national sovereignty,
as ethnic cleansing in Albania worsened
halfway across the globe. Lauren has
taught at the University for twenty-five
years. An international authority on
human rights, he has lectured before the
Smithsonian Institution and the United
Nations. His latest book, The Evolution o f
International Human Rights, recently has
been published.
Professor Richard Drake discussed his
specialty, terrorism, in the next two lec
tures. Drake began teaching at UM in
1982 and recendy received a National
Endowment for the Humanities Fellowship
to continue working on his fourth book
during the 1999-2000 academic year. Using
literature and art, he presented theories o f
why people commit and justify terrorism.
At one point audience members were
examining the length o f their ear lobes—a

Paul Lauren

H ea d l in es
short-lived biological theory to identify pos
sible terrorists.
Associate Professor Mehrdad Kia pre
sented the final two lectures. Kia, now in
his tenth year at UM, was named
Distinguished Teacher o f the Year in 1997
and this May received the Most
Inspirational Teacher o f the Year Award.
His passionate depictions o f the history
and conflicts in the Middle East, North
Africa and throughout Islamic civilization
included discussions o f immigration, lin
guistics, religions and cultures. A native of
Tehran, Iran, Kia dispelled stereotypes and
taught a new awareness and respect for the
people and history o f the Middle East
Lecture series participants may never
listen to TV news broadcasts the same. A
more critical and wiser group o f
Missoulians exited the Gallagher Business
Building after the final lecture. By then
bombs had begun falling on Kosovo, and
series participants better understood why.
They knew the sovereignty versus human
rights issues at stake. They knew the his
torical, linguistic, geographical and moral
issues at play. They had been taken
"behind the headlines" and taught big-picture truths. Their enthusiasm was mir
rored repeatedly in the listeners' evalua
tions: "A privilege to be exposed to their
knowledge," someone wrote. 'This should
be a required course for everybody," wrote
another. " A gift to the community," added
a third.
The Alumni Association is planning for
next year's series already. Suggested topics
run the gamut from biogenetics to birds,
from world religions to jazz, from art histo
ry to the Holocaust The audience is there,
and the University has incredible profes
sors to present their specialties. The only
dilemma is how large a room to select for
all the people who will want to attend.
If you are interested in next year's
series, please contact the Alumni
Association at 243-5211 or (800) 862-5862
for more information. This year's complete
lecture series is available on audio tape
from the Alumni Association. The lectures
also will be featured on KUFM in the fall.
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40th Class Remioi for the Class of 159
Sin n on tbe Steps - Friday ewiiii
Parade -Saturday im liii
Footttall p e -II Griz vs. Cal State Nortliridp
UM ALUMNI, PLEA SE MAKE H O TEL /M O TEL RESERV A TION S NOW!
CALL THE UM ALUMNI A S S O C IA T IO N 1 -8 0 0 -8 6 2 -5 0 6 2 O R 1-406-245-5211
F O R FO O T B A L L TICKETS AVAILABLE JUNE 1
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QSBS1
A L U M N I A S S O C IA T IO N
BOARD
T h e University o f Montana
A lumni A ssociation welcomes
new officers and new board
m em bersf*) t o its 1999 board.

P resident
Rick F. Schneider 78
Edina, Minn.

P re sid e n t-e le ct
D onald E Nicholson ’
56
Norwich, Conn.

Vice P re sid e n t
John C. W ertz ’
61
Arlington, Va.

P ast P resident
Michael J. O ’
Neill ’
80
Butte

B oard of D irectors
* Charles H. Bultmann ’
66
Collcyvillc, Texas
Janece W elton C on n or ’
58
Spokane, Wash.
* Kelly Wray Elder *92
Lewistown
R. MacMillan Fraser ’
62
Boulder, C o la
* Stefani Gray Hicswa '91
Columbia Falls
* R. Michael W. H iggs 76
Eagan, Minn.
* James Peter Kolokotrones '86
Daly City, Calif.

S l e epl ess
by Bill Johnston

I

tossed and turned all night, worry
ing that I would sleep through the
alarm, worrying about what I
would say, wishing I hadn’
t stayed in
Bethesda, Maryland, wishing that I’
d
taken a room in downtown
Washington, D.C., only minutes from
my morning appointment In the city
for a meeting, I had called weeks earli
er to schedule a 10:30 a.m. appoint
ment with former Senator Mike
Mansfield. In just a few hours I would
meet this man o f international reputa
tion, this same man who counseled presidents, and who
is one o f our University’
s most famous alumni.
I woke in time, got into the city, found his office
building, and walked in and out o f the lobby checking
and rechecking the directory so many times I attracted
the attention o f the security officer, finally at 10:00 I
took the elevator to his office. At 10:15 Mansfield
crossed through the lobby and said “
hi”to me. Seconds
later his secretary ushered me into his office.

James K. Liles '69
Miles City
William W. Mercer '86
Missoula
* Tracy Lee Reich '86
Vancouver, Wash.
Byron L R obb ‘
54, ‘
56
Livingston
John Walker R oss '66, ‘
69
Billings
Daniel D. Short 78
Kalispell
Rachel S. Smith '84
Amelia Island, Fla.
Daniel J. Sullivan 77
Butte

in

B eth esd a

Immediately the senator made me feel
comfortable by making us coffee and
serving it himself. We talked about
Missoula, the University, my hometown
o f Libby, and Grizzly football. All too
soon gentle taps on the door signaled
my time was over. He continued to
visit The secretary returned to tap on
the door at five-minute intervals. I kept
waiting for a clue to leave. He con
tinued visiting, finally it really was
time to leave. We talked a bit more, and
then I left. That November meeting in
1997 is now a cherished memory.
I am reminded o f Mike ’
33, M.A.
’
34, and Maureen Hayes Mansfield ’
34, frequendy these
days. In March they celebrated their birthdays. The
University and the State o f Montana are planning trib
utes to the Mansfields. Bronze statues on campus and in
the Capitol Building soon will remind generations of
students, Montanans and visitors that we are where we
are today because o f Mike and Maureen, two very dis
tinguished people, and two outstanding alumni o f The
University o f Montana.

Calgary Connection
’
99, C la r k e L am ont ’
65, D ave D i c k e n >
son ’
96, D o u g L a m on t ’
93, and P a ige C o m is ’
64 enjoy their
moment with the 1998 Canadian Football League Grey
Cup won in November by the Calgary Stampeders. Dave
Dickenson, who is starring quarterback for the 1999
Stampeders, stopped by Western Refrigeration in
Calgary, owned by Clarke and Pat M cCallum L amont ’
65, the
day he received the trophy. Each Stampeder gets the Grey
Cup for one day to share with family, friends, and fans.
UM football fans remember Dave’
s years at UM, where
he led the Grizzlies to their 1995 national championship.
J a so n S e t t e e

G eoffrey J. Sutton 75
Missoula
Mary Ellen Cawley Turmell '64
Rolling Hills Estates, Calif.
Joseph R. W hittinghill *89
Redmond, Wash.
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Bill Johnston 79, *91

U M alum ni/vho wish to keep in touch with classmates via e-mail may leave a calling card at

Executive Director
T h e University o f Montana
Missoula, Mont. 59812-0013

the "Keep in Touch" option and click o n "A lum ni e-mail directory." T h o se w h o have already submit

406-243-5211
1-800862-5862
alum ni@ selw ay.um t.edu
h ttp :/ / w w w .m n t.e d u / a h u u u
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University o f Montana A lum ni Association’
s W eb site: http://www.umt.edu/alumnL Scroll d ow n to
ted an address are listed alphabetically and by class year. A lum ni may add an address by following the
p osted directions.
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Charter D ay 1 9 9 9
by Betsy Holmquist
44

urprise, surprise, surprise .. ”Joan
Watts Datsopoulos ’
66 said as she
accepted her Montana Alumni
Award at The University o f Montana’
s
Charter Day awards ceremony on February
18, 1999, the day UM celebrated its 106th
birthday. In an open letter to Maurine Clow,
the former dean o f women at the University
who ruled with an iron hand from 1946 to
1973, Joan referred to herself as the “
miscre
ant”who “
spent a lot o f time in your office
during my college years trying to justify my
tendency to ignore your rules.
“
Perhaps I have you to thank,”she contin
ued, “
for grounding me so often that I had
plenty o f time to ponder life’
s various quan
daries and complexities.”
The Alumni Association has Dean Clow
to thank as well in choosing Joan to receive
its Charter Day award. Joan has served on

the Alumni Association Board o f Directors
as a three-year member and president, and
she was an active member o f UMAA’
s House
o f Delegates. She cochaired the UM Capital
Campaign gala auction and served as presi
dent o f the School o f Fine Arts advisory com
mittee. Instrumental in the collaboration of

the Alumni Association and the Museum of
Fine Arts, Joan helped produce calendars fea
turing art from UM’
s permanent collection.
A constant advocate for UM and all its pro
grams, Joan concluded her letter to Dean
Clow by reassuring her, with nods from the
audience that, “
even though I’
m not particu
larly regretful o f my sins as a student, I have
become a somewhat upstanding citizen.”
Along with music from the Men’
s Chorus,
Charter Day awards were presented to for
mer business school Dean Paul B. Blomgren,
Ernie B. Corrick ’
48, Professor Robert L
Deaton, and Amie Thurber ’
99. (See p.22 for
a related story.)
There was birthday cake throughout the
day. President and Mrs. Dennison served cake
and the New Jubes sang that afternoon in the
University Center to celebrate the
University’
s birthday and the U C’
s 30th
anniversary. That evening alumni served cake
at the Montana-Sacramento State basketball
game, the Montana Repertory Theatre, and
the Native American Lecture.

A lum ni Events
O c to b e r

July
14*22 Alumni International Travel—Village Life in
England's Cotswolds

17
Alumni Gathering—Boston
18*31 Alumni International Travel—Main/Danube Canal

A u gu st
13

G olf Tournament—Denver

Tailgate—Portland (Portland State University)
H ouse o f Delegates annual meeting

8*9

Homecoming: 1959 class reunion

9
Hom ecom ing Parade, Football (Cal State Northridge)
10-11 UMAA Board o f D irectors meeting
16
Tailgate—Flagstaff (Northern Arizona University)
30

3 0 - 9 /7 Alumni Campus Abroad—Holland

Tailgate—Pocatello (Idaho State University)

N ov em ber

S e p te m b e r
7-20
8*17
19

2
7-8

Alum ni International Travel—Cotes du Rhone
Alumni Campus Abroad—Greece
Griz-Cat G olf Tournament/Barbecue-Lewistown

6

Tailgate—San Luis Obispo (Cal Poly)

15-23 Alumni Campus Abroad—Spain
19
Alumni Gathering—Livingston
20

Griz-Cat Football Game (Bozeman), satellite parties

For more information on these events, call the UM Alumni Association at (800) 862-5862.

Attention A lumni
T he University o f Montana Alumni Association Board o f Directors has established a UM scholarship fund for
the children and grandchildren o f UM alumni. Donations in any amount may be made in honor o f special friends,
family members and events, or in memory o f loved ones. Please send your donations to T he University o f Montana
Alumni Association Scholarship Fund, Brandy Hall, T he University o f Montana, Missoula, M T 59812-0013.
S u m m er 1999 M on tan an
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W omen - A
P hilanthropic Force
to C onsider

The occasion o f President Dennison receiving the 1999
CASE D istrict VIII Leadership Award gave him and Mrs.
Dennison the opportunity to meet with Portland area
donors. Here they visit with Sarah Castles (left) and
Louise Castles (right), who, w ith the ir husbands John
and Jim ’ 38, funded the Castles Center fo r Professional
Development in the School of Law.

Nancy cites
Charities nationwide are
studies by the Council
recognizing the importance o f women,
for the Advancement
who now control a substantial
and Support o f
portion o f the wealth in this country,
Education that claim
and they are making moves to court
women must feel a
women philanthropists.
connection to a
The importance o f women
project in order to
donors to The University o f Montana
make a gift. Once
is obvious. Eight o f 15 donors o f $1
committed to a
million or more and members o f the
Benefactors Society at the Platinum
Nancy Davidson
project, they will
often stay committed
Level are women.
even if there aren’
t immediate results.
Nancy Davidson ’
59 is past chairman o f
Donor o f the University’
s largest gift—
the UM Foundation Board o f Trustees and
Marty Arkwright through her estate-is a case
shares Platinum billing with her husband,
in point She and her husband, Stanley, first
Ian ’
53. The importance o f attending to
women as donors marked her tenure as board established the Arkwright Conservation Fund
in the School o f Forestry in 1962 with a
chair. She says when the University asks a
major gift that now seems modest after her
couple for financial support, “
women must
estate provided $7.5 million for the fund.
be treated as equal partners through
Nancy notes: “
A man won’
t make a major gift
solicitation, approach and stewardship.” She
s lifestyle”
feels that UM did just that in the proposal to if he thinks it will affect his wife’
but he will leave resources to his wife to carry
her and her husband. For their $1 million
through a decision they made jointly.
gift to construct a building for the Honors
A single woman, Dr. Jessie M. Bierman
College, it was named the Davidson Honors
’
21 was responsible for her own “
business" o f
College in their honor.
philanthropy, but it was out o f passion that
Nancy acknowledges Ian as the primary
she endowed a professorship at the Flathead
developer o f their resources, but says it was
Lake Biological Station where she had
their personal partnership that led to the
studied with its founder, Dr. Morton Elrod.
gift. Ian, whose D. A. Davidson &. Co. is
A great believer in the Station’
s value as a
regarded as one o f the nation’
s leading
research institution, Jessie had an interna
regional stock brokerage firms, had been
tional reputation as a pioneer in maternal
targeted for a gift for his UM schooland child health care and had many
business—but Nancy’
s interest was in science.
opportunities to support other research
Together they wanted to do something that
facilities. But Jessie knew UM would feel the
would benefit a larger aspect o f the Univer
effects o f her generosity more than a larger
sity than just one school.
Sue Grebeldinger ’
81, a President’
s Club institution. Nancy says she gets requests
a million
member since 1992, suspects the Davidsons’ from other institutions as well, but “
dollars at Northwestern is just one o f many
support for a broader project may be typical.
“
Women are often interested in projects
such gifts. Here at UM you can feel that you
make a tangible difference.”
that extend beyond their college majors and
want to take an interdisciplinary approach,”
Both men and women donors say
she says.
gratitude to the institution that gave them a
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career start is a strong motivator. For Sue, a
professor o f law at Wake Forest University, it
was gratitude to her political science
professors for their encouragement, that she
makes an annual $1,000 gift to support a
scholarship to reward talented writers in the
political science department.
Fred Lee, UM Foundation president
and CEO, thinks the University has been
respectful o f the feet women are a significant
force in philanthropy. He notes there are
nearly eight million businesses in this
country owned by women, accounting for
$2.3 trillion in sales annually. “
We regard
women as a significant source o f support for
The University o f Montana and respect them
accordingly,”he says. Sue acknowledges the
UM Foundation pays attention to her, but
recognizes there’
s probably nothing special
about it: “
The University takes a personal
approach with everyone—regardless o f
gender."

BENEFACTORS SOCIETY-PLATINUM LEVEL

• ALSAM Foundation •
• American Stores Company •
• M a rty A rk w rig h t E state •
• Atlantic Richfield Foundation •
• Jessie M. B ierm a n •
• Boone and Crockett Club •
• Burlington Northern Santa Fe Foundation •
* Ian B. and N aacy P re sto n D avidson •
• W.J. Gallagher Estate •
* W illiam J. and R osem ary G a lla g h e r •
* John S. and Elena Groene •
•W ilb u r T. and A nn M o ser M c K in n e y
• M.J. Murdock Charitable Trust •
•J. Carroll and N ancy F ie ld s O’ C o n n o r*
• Dennis R. and
P h y llis J. P eterson W ashing ton •

Miller Barber’s
Montana Pro-Am
A benefit for the Excellence Fund providing about $40,000
annually for the University's academ ic programs.

Monday, July 26
Missoula Country Club
15 Senior PGA pros and 88 amateurs
For information on corporate sponsorships, player sp ots
o r gallery tickets, call the UM Foundation,
243 2593 o r 800/443-2593.

Y our G ifts H elp
the U niversity
The Foundation’s fund-raising
efficiency, at 9 percent, far
exceeds the national mean, as
reported by the Council for
Advancement and Support o f
Education, of 16 cen ts to raise
one dollar. That m eans that 91
cents of each dollar you give g o es
to the direct benefit o f The
University of Montana. Salaries,
mailings and publications and
operational expenses account for
only 9 cents.

Cost to Raise One Dollar

1994

.128 cents

1995

.073 cen ts

1996

.077 cents

1997

.066 cents

1998

.09 cents

P lanning O ur W ay
R ight I nto T he 2 1st
C entury
By Fred Lee
President and C E O

U,

Iniversities are strange and wonderful places. As vital as they are
for maintaining a healthy and vibrant society, universities sometimes take pride in being a
refuge from the “
real world.” How else, some would argue, could faculty and students
ponder great thoughts and devise innovative solutions?
The esoteric meets the practical for us fund raisers when we attempt to bridge realworld resources with a university’
s funding needs. But T he University o f Montana met this
challenge with aplomb when we embarked on a comprehensive funding needs assessment
this past autumn. We were guided by this premise: Prospective donors today require a lot
more detail— such as total costs, funding sources and timelines— when considering funding
requests. Then, armed with that information, they want assurances that their gift will make
a difference at this University.
Provost Robert Kindrick convened deans, vice presidents and center directors into the
Campus Development Council to spearhead this planning process. Creatively the C D C
dreamed o f what UM could become, gathered funding needs and brought them forward to
the council. Funding needs were organized at the unit level as well as the campus level to
help ensure all needs were identified. The process encouraged cooperative cross-disciplinary
thinking.
The results were nothing short o f phenomenal! A total o f $205 million in funding
needs was identified. Equally important was the innovative thinking that emerged from this
group. Taking a more comprehensive approach to Native American studies— including
career paths, student support, and a new building— was one such example o f a good idea
that quickly became a top priority at the campus level.
Not all projects could become top priorities, however, and the C D C moved to prioritize
the list. The highest priorities were assigned to projects that supported campus and unit
strategic plans. For example, the priority o f retaining gifted faculty in the business school led
to the establishment o f an endowed faculty fellows program, and the College o f Arts and
Sciences, meanwhile, is supporting UM’
s evolving research enterprise by proposing the
construction o f a Life Sciences Building.
W hen the dust settled, the list o f funding needs was pared to $112 million, and o f this
amount— $62 million or 56 percent— is for endowment, for such projects as distinguished
faculty positions and student scholarships.
The next step— and this is where many o f you readers com e into play— is for us to
begin matching prospective donors with these prioritized needs. So when a University
representative comes calling, I invite you to put him or her through the paces. Ask for a
comprehensive plan and how your gift will make a difference. I suspect you'll be pleasantly
surprised with the response.
You might even feel compelled to help fund The University o f Montana’
s march into
the 21st Century.
S u m m er 1999
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UN’
s Oval becam e a makeshift refugee cam p on March 10 as
Tibetan refugees and UN's Students for a Free Tibet com m em o
rated the fortieth anniversary o f Tibetan Uprising Day, when
thousands o f Tibetans rose up against the Chinese governm ent

Selective harvesting presencesforest diversity,
leaves healthy treesfo r future haivests, and
improves growth rates by reducing competition
fo r moisture and light.

Reforestation techniques, including hand
planting seedlings and leaving the healthiest
trees as seed sources to ensure future forest
productivity and sustained forest growth.

A variety o f tree species and a healthy
percentage o f snags and large trees are
left to maintain the integrity o f theforest.

Buffer zones along
streams help maintain
water temperatures and
reduce siltation.

W b e n y o u r g o a l is a h ealth y tim b er busin ess,
a h ealth y fo re st o n ly m a k es sense.

H,

EALTHY FORESTS, streams and

wildlife aren’
t just good for the environment T hey’
re
also good for the timber business.
At Plum Creek, our goal is to be a lasting, vital
part o f the local economies. And, frankly, if the timber
disappears, so will we.
That’
s why, in 1990, we
began looking at new ways o f
managing land and harvesting
timber. Our aim was to create
forestry practices that would
provide us with a sustainable timber
resource, while minimizing long-

P rofession als like Frank Caff.
the 1996 M ontana S ociety
o f A m erican F oresters
“F orester o f the Year" ensure
environm ental harvesting
m ethods are im plem ented
on Plum C reek lands.

^
,

impact on me environment.
,
. c

In essence, we began to focus more

on what we leave and less on what we take. The result was
a set o f Environmental Principles which guide Plum Creek
land management decisions. These principles cover every
thing from “
enhancing ecological and structural diversity”
to “cooperating with neighboring land owners.”
In these ways and others, w e’
re working to
maintain a healthy forest and sustainable resource.
It’
s good stewardship. And good business.

■
I
I
■

To receive a copy o f Plum Creek’
s
Environmental Principles, write: D irector o f
Corporate Affairs, Plum Creek Timber Co.,
B ox 1990, Colum bia Falls, M T 59912.

Ill Plum Creek
L eaders in En viron m en tal Forestry
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M oney. R isin g p o s ta l an d prin tin g c o s t s m ean th at e a ch year, c o m e sprin g, th e M ontanan
ru ns s h o r t o f m oney. O ur sta te a llo c a tio n sim p ly d o e sn 't c o v e r th e prin tin g o f o u r third issu e.
S o w e a re tu rning t o you, d e a r readers, f o r help.
If e a ch o f y o u se n d in a v olu n ta ry su b scrip tio n o f $15 t o th e M ontanan, T he U niversity o f
M ontana, M issoula, M ontana 59812, it w o u ld h elp u s co v e r p ro d u ctio n , prin tin g an d p o s ta l
c o s t s s o w e ca n co n tin u e t o k e e p y o u in to u ch with th e even ts, th e p e o p le an d th e re se a rch at
T he U niversity o f M ontana. W e thank y o u In a d v a n ce f o r h e lp in g u s d o u s e th is fire.

The University o f

M o n ta n a

M ON TAN AN
323 Brandy Hall
Missoula. M T 59812-1301
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTEt
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